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West African Community Meets in Nigeria 


Ministerial Session Reported 
ABO71445 Dakar PANA in English 1116 GMT 7 Jul 87 


[Text] Abuja, 7 July (PANA) — The establishment of a West 
African tourism association will be one of the projects to be 
summitted to the conference of heads of state and government of 
the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) 
which opens in Abuja (Nigeria) today. The decision to set up the 
subregional association was taken at the ministerial meeting of 
the community which ended Monday [6 July]in the new Nigerian 
federal capital. The decision follows the recommendations of the 
first meeting of West African ministers of tourism held in 
Freetown, Sierra Leone, from 27 to 28 March. 


Another major recommendation of the meeting on the creation 
within the ECOWAS Secretariat of a tourism department was 
not approved by the Council of Ministers who have called for a 
detailed examination of the question within the framework of a 
possible restructurization uf the community’s secretariat. 


The council noted the proposal by Senegal to host the next 
meeting of West African ministers of tourism in Dakar, calling 
on ECOWAS member states to attach greater importance to 
events related to tourism and for the harmonization of activities 
related to the organization of national trade fairs. 


Babangida Opens Executive Session 
ABO71428 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1047 GMT 7 Jul 87 


[Speech by Major General Ibrahim Babangida, president of the 
Federal Republic of Nigeria and chairman of the ECOWAS 
summit, at the opening of the summit in Abuja on 7 July — live] 


[Text] Your Excellencies, brother heads of state and government 
of ECOWAS; Your Excellencies heads and members of the 
delegations; members of the Armed Forces Ruling Council of the 
Federal Republic of Nigeria; [words indistinct] honorable minis- 
ters; Your Excellencies members of the diplomatic corps; the 
executive secretary of ECOWAS; emirs and chiefs; distinguished 
(? visitors); ladies and gentlemen: 


On behalf of myself, the government and people of the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria, | welcome you most warmly to this 10th 
session of the authority of heads of state and government of the 
Economic Community of West African States. I am grateful to 
you, brother heads of state and government, for honoring my 
invitation to personally attend this meeting. In particular, | 
would like to acknowledge the presence among us here today of 
my dear brother and elder colleague, His Excellency Mr Felix 
Houphouet-Boigny, president of the Republic of Cote d'Ivoire 
[Ivory Coast], [applause] the doyen of African statesmen whose 
approaches to the issues of African unity and development [words 
indistinct]. 


Our presence here today is a testimony of our binding faith in 
ECOWAS as the best (?instument) for fostering closer cooper- 
ation, greater interaction, and mutual assistance in the subregion 
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in our joint endeavor to fight poverty, underdevelopmeii, and 
ignorance. We of this generation of leaders have a sacred duty to 
ensure that the economic and social evils plaguing Africa are 
cured during this century. It was never expected that by 1987, 
all the economic problems of the ECOWAS subregion and Africa 
as a whole should have been solved. What was expected was that 
rather than sit behind and bemoan the situation, concrete action 
would be taken to find solutions. It is in this regard that | am 
encouraged by the bold steps that have been taken in recent times 
by various governments on the African Continet to put their 
economies on the path of growth and development. At the 
continential level, persistent economic crises (?caused us) to 
launch Africa’s priority programs for economic recovery in July 
1985. This program was adopted by the specia' session of the UN 
General Assembly convened in New York in May 1986. The 
adoption of a UN program of action for Africa’s economic 
recovery program and development for 1986 through 1990 
marked the (?planning of) efforts to present Africa’s position to 
the international community. 


Last month, an international conference on the challenges of 
African economic recovery and long-term development took 
place here in Abuja, at the end of which the Abuja Statement, 
which represents a unique in-depth analysis of Africa’s economic 
recovery prospects and long-term development actions, was 
adopted. I am fully convinced that the faithful implementation 
of the agreed continental strategy emanating from our various 
economic policies which I have just mentioned should usher in 
for Africa a new economic order. As a follow-up to this program 
and in response to the debt and balance of payment crisis, several 
African countries have adopted and are currently implementing 
structural adjustment programs which contain short- and 
medium-term measures that must be taken. Several long-term 
goals of development are to be achieved. Admittedly, the 
structural adjustment programs we have embarked upon have 
not been without sacrifices. Such sacrifices that we have called 
on our people to make should be seen in the light of other options 
open to Africans. It is clear that compared with austerity mea- 
sures that do not deal with the root cause of African problems, 
sacrifices imposed by our current structural adjustment pro- 
grams niust be preferred. This is because the [words indistinct] 
operational changes in the economy is sending out signals that 
the light will be seen at the end of the century. That Africa's 
economy needs structural adjustments is out of doubt. What is 
[words indistinct] is the designing of appropriate adjustment 
policies and programs that address the peculiar problems of our 
economies and guarantee the achievement of economic recovery 
(2and goals) within the shortest possible time. There is no doubt 
that one of the greatest contributions that can be made toward 
this is to provide a global economic environment that is conducive 
to the realization of the aspirations of Africa. 


This notwithstanding, it has become increasingly clear that in the 
effort to develop Africa, we have to depend more and more on 
the mobilization of our domestic, material, and manpower 
resources. At the community level, an ECOWAS economic 
recovery program has been prepared and adopted. The program 
sets out measures that are to be taken at national and community 
levels to deal with the enormous task of economic recovery and 
socioeconomic transformation of the subregion. 
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| am assured that all the preparatory work needed to launch the 
program tomorrow has been completed. In order to attract both 
domestic and external finances, the projects in the ECOWAS 
recovery program have been properly articulated and evaluated. 
In this connection, I expect that the ECOWAS Secretariat and 
the ECOWAS Fund will [word indistinct] on the mobilization of 
the required resources from internal and external sources to assist 
member states in financing feasibility studies, articulating and 
putting projects in forms that can readily attract funding. 


It is obvious that our community must intensify the search for 
extra-African resources to finance the economic recovery pro- 
gram. In this connection, I regret to note that the flow of financial 
resources, including official development assistance to our sub- 
region, has been reduced over the years to the extent that the 
ECOWAS subregion suffers substantial net capital outflow as a 
result of heavy debt service obligations. Consequently, invest- 
ment and infrastructures, machinery, and human resources have 
had to be drastically reduced. The collapse of commodity prices 
and decline in terms of trade have had a devastating effect on our 
ability to mobilize export resources at home to finance our 
economic recovery programs by ourselves. 


But we know that the adoption of the ECOWAS economic 
recovery program will mean little to us if the program is not 
accompanied by determined efforts to ensure adequate mobiliza- 
tion of local resources to implement it. It is opportune, therefore, 
that at this juncture, the initiative is being taken to review the 
financial structure of the ECOWAS Fund with a view to embrac- 
ing and enhancing significantly its ability to mobilize capital and 
play a more catalytic role in the implementation of the recovery 
program. 


Dear brother heads of state and government of ECOWAS, your 
excellencies, distinguished ladies and gentlemen. I will at this 
juncture, dwell on a few recent developments within our sub- 
region. In 1980, the authority of the heads of state and govern- 
ment of ECOWAS adopted a community transport program and 
in 1981 an integrated telecommunications program was 
approved. The purpose of the latter arrangement is to link 
ECOWAS capitals with modern, reliable, and quick telecom- 
munications facilities. In addition, ECOWAS member states 
agreed to adopt uniform telephone, telex, and telegraph tariffs 
on the Ist of January 1984. 


The importance of these projects may be underlined by the fact 
that roads, rail transport, and telecommunications provided the 
most practical avenues for promoting trade and greater interac- 
tion among our people. My observation is that while the imple- 
mentation of the telecommunication program has progressed 
steadily, that of the transport program, particularly the road 
network, has been left unsatisfactory. In order to complete the 
remaining part of the program, I propose that the authority of 
heads of state and government of ECOWAS should agree to 
direct the appropriate authorities at national level, to give urgent 
attention to the implementation of the priority project in the 
program. 


[Words indistinct] to recall that between 1979 and 1984, the 
authority of heads of state and government of ECOWAS took 
decisions aimed at establishing a single trade liberalization 
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scheme for industrial products originating from ECOWAS 
member states. This decision has entered into force and all 
member states of ECOWAS are enjoined to implement it. 


Dear brother heads of state and government, your excellencies, 
distinguished ladies and gentlemen, the current international 
economic environment (?points to) the urgent need to (?improve 
trade relations) among ECOWAS member states. This is with a 
view to enhancing our collective self-reliance and improving the 
economic well-being of our people. The ECOWAS Treaty [words 
indistinct] coming into being, ECOWAS should attain a customs 
union and guarantee the freedom of persons’ right of residence 
and establishment. Significant progress has been made with 
regard to the free movement, but no concrete steps have been 
taken for the actual implementation of our trade liberalization 
scheme, and yet we complain of the collapse of the commodity 
prices, the reduction in Africa’s share of world trade, balance of 
payment difficulties, and so on. All discussions and doc- 
umentation on African economic recovery have stressed the need 
for expansion of intra-African trade and increase in the level of 
technical cooperation. 


Given the manner we have pursued this subject in the past, in the 
face of the stark realities of the (?times), I propose that we, as the 
states and governments of ECOWAS, solemnly agree to take 
appropriate measures within our respective countries to bring 
into force the decisions of the authorities pertaining to the 
adoption and implementation of the single trade liberalization 
scheme. In accordance with the relevant agreements the scheme 
should become operational on the 28th of May 1988. In the same 
vein, more positive actions will need to be taken on the issue of 
external trade. 


Last year, we decided to implement the second phase of the 
protocol on free movement of persons, right of residence, and 
establishment. Some member states have alreauy ratified the 
protocol, which seeks to bring our peoples close together [words 
indistinct] to a monetary zone in the subregion. The non- 
convertibility of our various currencies explains to a large extent 
the present low-level of intra-~ECOWAS trade. At this juncture, 
I should inform you that recommendations of the committee of 
governors of central banks of ECOWAS countries have been 
considered by finance ministers of ECOWAS and subsequently 
by the Council of Ministers. The blueprint for the establishment 
of the single monetary zone for ECOWAS will be placed before 
us (?for consideration). 


Your Excellencies, distinguished delegates, you will be called 
upon during this session to intial a draft protocol [words indis- 
tinct] health organization, namely the West African Health 
Community and the OCCGE [Organization for Coordination 
and Cooperation in the Control of Major Endemic Diseases in 
West Africa]. The objective is to establish a single West Africa 
health organization as a specialized agency for ECOWAS. The 
coming together of the English-speaking and French-speaking 
organizations is a healthy sign of the direction in which 
ECOWAS should be moving. I hope that other inter- 
governmental organizations in the subregion will take a cue from 
the example set by these two health organizations in the (?grow- 
ing) exercise to rationalize the multiplicity of inter-governmental 
institutions in the subregion. It is in this vein that I call on the 
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ECA [Economic Commission for Africa], MULPOC [Multi- 
national Programming and Operational Center] and the 
ECOWAS Secretariat to (?step) up their efforts in the direction 
of recommending appropriate measures that should be taken to 
streamline and rationalize the large numbers of these inter- 
government organizations inthe ECOWAS subregion. Times are 
hard and resources are scarce, therefore, we cannot afford the 
unnecessary duplication of efforts. 


Brother heads of state and government, Your Excellencies, dis- 
tinguished ladies and gentlemen, at our session last year, and 
having regard to the precarious financial situation of our institu- 
tions — the ECOWAS Fund and the Executive Secretariat — 
we renewed our faith in the community and pledged to honor our 
financial obligation. It is most gratifying to note that several 
member states have honored their pledges and cleared their 
arrears. Let us hope that in spite of the economic difficulties 
facing member states, greater efforts will be made toward fulfill- 
ing our obligations to the communtiy. On the other other hand, 
may I remind the top management of both the Secretariat and 
the Fund of the need to ensure that the inflow of funds is not 
allowed to create a false (?eupnoria) and so encourage inefficient 
management of resources. As you all know, the evaluation and 
reflection report has been considered by the ad hoc ministerial 
committee which has made far reaching recommendations to 
ensure proper accounting control and prudent management of 
the scare resources of our organization. 


These recommendations were further examined and modified by 
the Council of Ministers. The shortcomings highlighted in the 
report have already been taken up with the management. It 
remains for me to add that executives of our institution should 
make full accountability their watchword. They should also 
endeavor to adhere rigorously to the spirit and letter of the 
recommendations contained in the report. With so much effort 
made by member states to pay their contributions they have a 
right, ard indeed, a duty to demand prudent management. 


A year ago, I dwelt at length on the problems posed to our 
countries in the subregion by the menace of pest and endemic 
diseases, drought, desertification, floods, erosion, and environ- 
mental pollution. To tackle these problems collectively, I had 
suggested at that time the establishment of emergency relief 
fund, the detailed modalities of which were to be worked out by 
the Council of Ministers. I am advised that the preliminary work 
of the establishment of the emergency fund is continuing and that 
a full report will be submitted to the authority of heads of state 
and governments as soon as the modalities have been defined and 
agreed upon by the Council of Ministers. 


Your Excellencies, brother heads of state and government of 
ECOWAS, distinguished ladies and gentlemen, following the 
mandate given to me and my dear brother, the Guinean head of 
state, His Excellency General Lansana Conte, during the last 
summit to mandate in the dispute between the Republics of 
Liberia and Sierra Leone, which had led to the closure of Liberia 
and Sierra Leone land borders, we immediately made contacts 
with my brother presidents of both countries, Their Excelleicies 
President Samuel Doe of the Republic of Liberia, and Dr Joseph 
Saidu Momoh, president of the Republic of Sierra Leone. 
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I am happy to report that the thorny issues that were involved 
were amicably resolved and the Liberia-Sierra Leone land bor- 
ders w. :e opened within 2 weeks of the implementation of their 
mandate. [applause] The resolution of that conflict is a laudable 
demonstration of African solidarity and maturity. The credit for 
the successful mediation of the issue goes to all of us. I announce 
with pleasure that the final communique of the Conakry summit 
on the matter expressed appreciation and gratitude of all those 
who were present at the ninth session of the authority for our 
mediation role. I take this opportunity to solemnly thank my 
brother and colleague, President Lansana Conte, for [words 
indistinct]. I am also happy to(?report) that the Ghana-Togo land 
borders, which were closed last September, have now been 
reopened [applause] in the spirit of brotherliness and solidarity 
and the commitment to settle disputes amicably. I commend His 
Excellency General Gnassingbe Eyadema, chaiman of the Togo- 
lese People’s Rally and president of the Republic of Togo; and 
His Excellency Flight Lieutenant Jerry John Rawlings, president 
of the Provisional National Defense Council and head of state of 
the Republic of Ghana for displaying the maturity and leadership 
required to settle the dispute peacefully and (?amicably). 
[applause] 


Brother heads of state and government of ECOWAS, Your 
Excellencies, distinguished ladies and gentlemen, ECOWAS 
cannot be indifferent to the struggle against apartheid in 
southern Africa. Apartheid South Africa poses a threat to inter- 
national peace and security. South Africa has continued with its 
internal repression [words indistinct] on the opponent of 
apartheid, particularly black Africans. It has strengthened its 
illegal occupation of Namibia and (?the perpetration) of subver- 
sive destabilization [words indistinct] against the Frontline States 
continues unabetted. It is our responsibility as member states of 
the Organization of African Unity to assist the people of 
Southern Africa to eliminate apartheid and build a nonracial 
society in that subregion. In view of the extreme gravity of the 
situation in southern Africa, it is imperative that the interna- 
tional community should take all necessary action with a sense 
of urgency for the speedy abolition of apartheid in order to end 
the civil strife in southern Africa and the illegal occupation of 
Namibia, the most cynical [words indistinct]. We have taken joint 
steps in combatting these vestiges of the artificial barriers left 
behind by the colonial rule, but we sti!! have a long way to go 
before their final elimination. 


One of the most manifest examples of these barriers is the 
language barrier. We have [words indistinct] to deal with this 
problem by either making French and English compulsory sub- 
jects or optional subjects. Let us take one step further: Let us set 
up in each country an ECOWAS secondary school that will be 
completely bilingual with its student body reflecting the mem- 
bership of our organization and with French-speaking teachers 
recruited from our French-speaking member nations and 
English-speaking teachers recruited from our English-speaking 
member nations to teach in this school. [applause] The Nigerian 
Government has already set up a technical reform 
(2ar° sgement) under which we stand ready to supply English- 
speaking teachers to member states of our subregion. [applause] 
Let us at this summit adopt, at least in principle, the idea of an 
ECOWAS technical action under (?whose) umbrella exchanges 
of language teachers can be undertaken for positively giving 


VIII, 8 Jul 87 


concrete expression to the unmistakable need for a bilingual 
ECOWAS community. (? With that) (words indistinct], we would 
have broken down forever the most formidable barrier erected by 
colonialism. 


The [words indistinct] that our economic community has not 
made enough progress, should be accepted in good faith. The 
community is not designed to serve economic purposes alone. We 
must explore ways and means of reinforcing the political will 
behind the functioning of the ECOWAS. Towards this end, I 
propose [words indistinct] the Council of Ministers, made up of 
our economic ministers. We should also have a Council of 
Foreign Ministers, meeting from time to time, as a means of 
creating a forum for deliberating on non-economic issues, as a 
necessary complement to our economic agendas. [applause] 


Finally, it is my view, which I hope is shared by all, that 
ECOWAS, as a subregional organization for economic integra- 
tion, is making steady progress in its efforts to lay a solid 
foundation for our economic advancement. It is a beacon of light 
to other subregional economic groupings on the African Con- 
tinent. It is ackknowledged that there are (?certain) matters to 
be corrected before we achieve our ultimate goal [words indis- 
tinct] economic community. Nonetheless, given our unflinching 
support and commitment to the ideals and aspirations of 
ECOWAS, we will reach the end of the tunnel, sooner or later. 
We have no other option. Indeed, everything [words indistinct] 
on Africa’s economic recovery, a long-term development of the 
political and economic crisis (? prevailing on) the continent, it will 
be necessary for Africa to realize the vision of an African 
economic community, with our collective self-reliance, economic 
cooperation, and integration. What we need now, much more 
than ever before, is action and we must avoid leaving for tomor- 
row actions that we can conveniently take today. 


Dear brother heads of state and government, your excellencies, 
distinguished ladies and gentlemen, I welcome you all to Abuja 
and wish you successful deliberations [words indistinct]. Long live 
ECOWAS. Long live African unity and solidarity. Thank you. 
[applause] 


Fund Director Submits Report 
AB071622 Dakar PANA in English 1052 GMT 7 Jul 87 


[Text] Abuja (Nigeria), 7 July (NAN/PANA) — The Economic 
Community of West African States fund has signed loan 
agreements with 13 member states for the financing of 13 
communications and 3 road projects as at April this year, the 
managing director of the fund, Mahanta Fall, said Sunday. 


In a report on the activities of the fund he presented to the 19th 
session of the board of directors in Abuja, Nigeria’s future 
capital, Mr Fall said that the total commitment of the fund in 
respect of these projects amounted to 26,843,530 units of 
account. Fall disclosed that the delay in the payment by member 
states of their contributions had retarded progress in the con- 
struction of the headquarters of ECOWAS institutions. He 
explained that despite several reminders, only Togo and Cote 
d'Ivoire [Ivory Coast] had paid 36 million CFA and 130 million 
CFA respectively. “Unless there is a drastic change in the rate 
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of payment, it can be assumed that constrvction wor: will come 
to a halt after the fund’s quota has been exhausted”’, he said. 


Fall said that the fund management was considering the possibil- 
ity of resorting to interim borrowing to avoid stoppage of work if 
the fund’s participation of 60 percent should be exhausted before 
payment of member states’ contributions. The managing director 
also said that in an effort to mobilise resources within and outside 
the sub-region for the implementation of the ECOWAS eco- 
nomic recovery programme, the fund had made a request to the 
African Development Bank (ADB) for a co-finance package 
amounting to 350 million U.S. dollars for large scale agricultural 


projects. 


On the Ecobank, Fall said that the institution would requre a 
minimum capital of 40 million U.S. dollars to start its activities, 
pointing out the activities of the bank’s subsidiaries in Nigeria 
and Cote d'Ivoire [Ivory Coast] were scheduled to start by the 
end of this year. He explained that since the bank was incor- 
porated on 3 Oct. 1985, problems connected with the mobil- 
isation of capital and the transfer of funds paid in non-convertible 
currencies by some states had delayed effective take-off of the 
activities of the bank. He said, however, that consultations had 
been held with the states concerned, adding that there were 
projects on which the transfer would be made as soon as possible. 


ICDCS Makes Appeal for Aid Against Locusts 
ABO022012 Dakar Domestic Service in French 
2000 GMT | Jul 87 


[Text] President Abdou Diouf has made an appeal to the inter- 
national community on the locust situation. He made the appeal 
in his capacity as current chairman of the ICDCS [Permanent 
Interstate Committee for Drought Control in the Sahel]. Here is 
the text of the appeal read by Ibrahima Sani: 


[Begin recording] This time last year, in my capacity as the 
ICDCS current chairman, I made an appeal to the international 
community that the ICDCS member countr:es were asking us to 
redouble our efforts in the fight against the locust invasion in the 
Sahel. Thanks to the positive response of donors, and to the 
effective physical organizational structure set up in our states, 
the threat was overcome and the consequences mitigated. 


The experience acquired in the past and the dispositions already 
taken this year in collaboration with the international community 
will make it possible to forestall any eventualities in the fight 
against locusts. I want to take this opportunity to wholeheartedly 
thank the international community on behalf of my eight col- 
leagues, heads of state of the ICDCS member states, for its 
assistance and readiness to help anytime it becomes necessary to 
confront the destructive effects of natural disasters in our sub- 


region. 


However, a serious danger has emerged in another region of 
Africa which is equally serious for the Sahel. It has come out 
from the analysis of experts that an invasion of migratory locusts 
is likely to occur during the current rainy season, considering the 
(2?unfavorable) ecological condition and the presence of many 
residual locust colonies observed at the end of 1986. Thus in the 
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countries of the Horn of Africa, the experts have [words indis- 
tinct]. We hail the courage and efforts made by the leaders and 
people of that region to overcome that calamity. 


The internationa! community has the duty to give vigorous 
support to these countries in their efforts to protect their agricul- 
tural produce and to weed out the locust. If such an action is 
delayed, not only would thos. sister countries face very serious 
dangers, but the Sahelian region itself would be dangerously 
threatened. That is why, on behalf of the ICDCS member states, 
| am making an urgent appeal to the international community, 
friendly countries, the specialized institutions of the United 
Nations, to give us their precious help, so that the efforts already 
made to overcome the danger of this plague are not rendered 
fruitless by the threat of the migratory locusts. 


It is important to deal definitively with the locust population in 
their (?breeding) zones and to draw up an immediate plan of 
attack to stop the (?re mainder) which will attempt to invade our 
subregion. I am convinced that the international community will 
respond to this call as usual, because it is convinced that all 
natural disasters of this nature must find adequate answers in 
human solidarity. 


Signed: Abdou Diouf, current chairman of the ICDCS [end 
recording] 
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CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 
Chadian Foreign Minister Arrives for Talks 


Received by Kolingba 
AB040817 Bangui Domestic Service in French 
0600 GMT 4 Jul 87 


[Text] General Andre Kolingba, head of state and president of 
the Republic, received Gouara Lassou, the Chadian minister of 
foreign affairs and cooperation, yesterday. Minister Gouara 
Lassou, who arrived in Bangui on 28 June to attend the 10th 
session of the CAR-Chad Joint Commission for Cooperation, is 
leading a large delegation from his country. After the audience, 
Gouara Lassou [words indistinc*] on the recent military succes- 
ses, but said that the extreme north of his country is still under 
occupation. 


Joint Communique Issued 
ABO70610 Ndjamena Domestic Service in French 
1845 GMT 6 Jul 87 


[Excerpts] The deliberations of the 10th session of the Chad- 
CAR Joint Commission, which began on 29 June in Bangui, 
ended on 4 July in the CAR capital. The CAR delegation was 
led by Jean Louis Psimhis, minister of foreign affairs and inter- 
national cooperation, while General Lassou, the Chadian minis- 
ter of foreign affairs and cooperation, led his country’s 
delegation. In their opening speeches, the leaders of both del- 
egations spoke of the excellent bilateral relations of fraternity 
and sincere cooperation. 


The final communique issued at the end of the deliberations 
stresses the relations (words indistinct]. Both delegation leaders 
further stressed the need to seek ways and means likely Ito foster 
and revive privileged bilateral relations and lauded the bonds of 
friendship existing between General Andre Kolingba, CAR head 
of state and founding chairman of the Central African Demo- 
cratic Rally, and the Chadian head of state, President Hissein 
Habre. The commission then thoroughly examined the various 
items on the agenda and reviewed all the issues of mutual 
interest. Minister Gouara Lassou, who returned home on 4 July, 
assesses the deliberations. 


[Begin recording] We tried to take stock of the implementation 
of the various resolutions adopted at the recent meeting las’ year. 
These resolutions called ‘or meetings to assess what has been 
accomplished. In fact, all the scheduled meetings have not been 
held. We also discussed the various agreements reached between 
both countries, mainly the agreement for cultural, scientific, and 
technical cooperation that has been ratified by Chad but not yet 
by the CAR side. During the discussions, the CAR side pledged 
to rati y it as soon as possible. Another agreement concerns the 
(heal h sector). The CAR side has already ratified it, but not yet 
the C iadian side. Chad, however, pledged to ratify it as soon as 
possi’sle. We also discussed the sharing of (?freight) between the 
CAk and Chad; a resolution was adopted to this effect in 1984. 
[passage omitted] 
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We also discussed a master project on information as well as 
various minor projects. Some concern [passage indistinct]. We 
then decided that both countries’ experts would in (?October) 
[words indistinct] to see to the imple:nentation of these various 
agreements that we nave reached. This is roughly what we did 
with the CAR side in Bangui. [passage omitted] [end recording} 


[Passage omitted] Minister Gouara Lassou invited his CAR 
counterpart for a working visit to Chad, which was accepted by 
the CAR side. The date of the visit will be fixed through 
diplomatic channels. The next session of the CAR-Chad joint 
commission will be held in 1988 in Chad at a date to be fixed 
through diplom: uc channels. 


ZAIRE 


Foreign Debt Estimated at $6.3 Billica 
ABO51308 Paris AFP in English 0746 GMT 5 Jul 87 


[Text] Kinshasa, July 5 (AFP) — Zaire owes a total of 6.3 billion 
dollars to foreign creditors, over two-thirds of it in the form of 
loans from Western countries meeting in the so-called “Clubs” 
of Paris and London, the national news agency AZAP said here 
on Saturday [4 July]. 


The agency, quoting the Finance Ministry, said 65.8 percent of 
the debt was owed to Club of Paris countries, 28.7 percent to 
(?Club of London countries) and 5.5 percent to creditors meeting 
in the [words indistinct]. 


It added that “in spite of difficult circumstances” caused by the 
low prices of the minerals which bring Zaire most of its foreign 
earnings, the country had paid back 500 million dollars in debt 
service payments last year. This amounted to 26 percent of export 
earnings, AZAP said. 


World Bank Finances Maize Production Project 
ABO050726 Kinshasa AZAP in French 1200 GMT 4 Jul 87 


[Text] INbuji-Mayi (Zaire), 4 Jul (AZAP) — The World Bank 
will finance, for a total sum of $32.4 million, a maize production 
project in the Kasai-Oriental Province in Zaire. This was 
announced to the Zairian Press Agency (AZAP) by an official of 
the Worid Bank, Xavier Legrain, who visited Zaire last week 
within the framework of this project. 


It was indicated that Zaire has initiated a project in this province 
named “Eastern Kasai Maize Project” (PMKO) and will also, in 
the near future, promote an increase in cotton production in this 
same region as well as in the neighboring Kivu Region. The first 
phase of the PMKO achieved very encouraging r<sults, as pop- 
ularization of maize production led to a significant increase, 
AZAP observed. The second phase aims at increasing output per 
hectare and expanding cultivated areas. 
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ETHIOPIA 


Foreign Minister To Tour Arab Peninsula 
EA041922 Addis Ababa in Amharic to Neighboring 
Countries 1600 GMT 4 July 87 


[Text] Comrade Berhanu Bayeh, member of the WPE Central 
Committee Political Bureau and foreign minister, today left for 
Aden at the start of a working tour of the People’s Democratic 
Republic of Yemen [PDRY] the Yemen Arab Republic and 
Saudi Arabia, heading a five-member high-level Ethiopian del- 
egation. He said that during the tour he would deliver messages 
to the leaders of the three countries from Comrade Mengistu 
Haile Mariam, secretary general of the WPE Central Commit- 
tee, chairman of the PMAC and commander in chief of the 
Revolutionary Armed Forces. 


Comrade Berhanu noted that Ethiopia had long-standing rela- 
tions with the three countries, adding that following the eruption 
of our revolution, closer and stronger relations had been estab- 
lished with the PDRY in particular. 


He said that although Ethiopia and Saudi Arabia had had 
relations since time immemorial, his delegation would make 
efforts to strengthen them. A high-level Saudi Arabian del- 
egation had earlier delivered a message from the country’s leader 
to Comrade Mengistu Haile Mariam with the aim of 
strengthening the relations of the two countries. Extensive dis- 
cussions had been held at the time and it was planned to make 
the talks bear fruit, it was learned. 


Comrade Berhanu said the further strenghening of relations of 
revolutionary Ethiopia with the three countries would greatly 
contribute to the peace, security and cooperation of the countries 
in the region. 


Eritrean Liberation Front Issues Claims 


6-Moath Army Casualty Figures 
EA041449 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad Masses of Eritrea 
in Tigrinya 0400 GMT 14 Jul 87 


[Text] The office of the chief of the General Staff of the People’s 
Front issued a statement on | July 1987 on military activities in 
the Eritrean war zones. The statement noted that over the last 6 
months 4,300 Ethiopian soldiers were put out of action in Eritrea 
and 250 assorted weapons were captured. Five tanks, one APC 
and [words indistinct] were destroyed. During the same period 
there were 84 engagements with Dergue forces, not counting 
operations carried out by our engineering corps. Conc!uding its 
statement, the office of the chief of General Staff said that since 
the Dergue has not made provision in its new constitution for any 
solution to the Eritrean issue and the problems of other oppressed 
nationalities in Ethiopia, the struggle will continue on all fronts. 
The people's forces are completely ready for this confrontation. 
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Attacks on Ethiopian Army 
LDO51328 Kuwait KUNA in English 1245 GMT 5 Jul 87 


[Text] Abu Dhabi, July 5 (KUNA) — The Popular Army for the 
Liberation of Eritrea said units of its forces launched attacks on 
Ethiopian garrisons on the road leading from the Eritrean capital 
Asmara to Addis Ababa from the period of June 30 to July 3. 


A statement issued by the front and distributed here today said 
as a result of the attacks, 411 soldiers were killed 210 wounded 
and 66 were taken prisoners of war. The statement also said 
during the past six months, 84 battles took place whereby 4800 
troops were either killed or wounded, 650 pieces of arms, five 
tanks and an armoured car were seized and 71 military cars were 


destroyed. 


KENYA 


Foreign Minister Thanks PRC Envoy for Assistance 
EA032126 Nairobi KNA in English 1735 GMT 3 Jul 87 


[Text] Nairobi, 3 Jul — Minister for Foreign Affairs Dr Zachary 
T. Onyonka thanked the Government of China for its assistance 
in the construction of the Kasarani sports complex. Dr Onyonka 
was receiving the Chinese ambassador to Kenya, Mr Xue 
Mouhong, who paid a courtesy call at his office today. The 
minister said the complex was a national pride to the people of 
Kenya. The minister and the envoy held talks on issues affecting 
the two countries and agreed to cooperate to strengthen the 
friendly relaticns between their countries. The ambassador dis- 
closed that a Kenyan cultural team was expected to visit China 
in October. Mr Mouhong thanked the Kenyan Government for 
the warm welcom:: accorded the minister for foreign affairs, Mr 
Wu Xuegian, and state councillor, Mr Gu Mu, when they visited 
Kenya this year. 


TANZANIA 


PRC To Aid Sugar, Housing, Radio in Zanzibar 
EA022150 Dar es Salaam Domestic Service 
in Swahili 0700 GMT 26 un 87 


[Text] Zanzibar — The PRC has stressed its intention to help 
Zanzibar increase sugar production to 6,000 tons this year. Liu 
Qingyou, Chinese ambassador to Tanzania, told Ndugu Idris 
Abdol Wakil, president and chairman of the Revolutionary 
Council of Zanzibar, that the 1,500 ton output of Zanzibar’s 
sugar refinery at Mohonda on Zanzibar Island was far below 
capacity, bearing in mind the factory's capabilities. The Chinese 
ambassador added that :a order to assist the factory, his govern- 
ment is willing to extend all types of assistance. Mr Liu, who is 
in Zanzibar for a 3-day visit, said that his government is prepar- 
ing to start implementing various joint projects. Preparations for 
the first phase have been completed. The projects include the 
construction of a housing project, a sugar plantation, and the 
construction of studios for Radio Tanzania, Zanzibar. 
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ANGOLA 
Portuguese Minister Concludes Cooperation Talks 


Results of Talks Viewed 
MB070732 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0500 GMT 7 Jul 87 


[Excerpts] In Luanda yesterday, the Governments of the People’s 
Republic cf Angola and the Portuguese Republic signed a special 
accord on cooperation in the fields of tourism and the hotel 
industry, a financial accord worth $140 million, and an economic 
cooperation accord. According to a verbal agreement reached 
yesterday during the third session of rhe Angola-Portuga! Joint 
Cooperation Commission, which deals with a number of areas of 
cooperation, the two delegations recogrized that the present level 
of economic relations must expand to mutually desirable levels. 


It was decided that economic cooperation must be perfected. 
Shared risks must be taken into account to implement eco- 
nomically viable projects with rapidly recoverable profits, to 
create joint enterprises specializing in the production of export 
goods, and to support and increase production levels in Angolan 
enterprises. 


The joint commission observed that the talks pointed out and 
gave new impetus to more useful prospects for bilateral cooper- 
ation. At the close of the proceedings, Angolan Finance Minister 
Augusto Teixeira de Matos had this to say: 


[Begin Matos recording] After a few days of clarifying principles, 
discussing alternatives, setting goals, and agreeing on ideas, we 
can assess our efforts and their results. In short, I believe that 
this stage we are about to complete is an example of movement 
toward a more realistic approach by our countries and peoples. 
It is a healthy demonstration of assimilation and mutual under- 
standing of common (?and specific) problems. It is, as well, an 
important demonstration of our ability to think clearly, which 
has allowed us to set the proper pace for dealing with the present 
circumstances and expectations in our work. This cornerstone, 
which is relevant in itself, must fit within a wider framework of 
continued and improved relations. [passage omitted} [end record- 
ing] 


In turn, Pedro Pires de Miranda, head of the Pevtuguese del- 
egation, also spoke about the two governments’ commitment to 
revive bilateral cooperation: 


[Begin Miranda recording] This third session of the Angola- 
Portugal! Joint Cooperation Commission, which, it is important 
to note, takes place 5 years after the last session, was possible 
because of the stable political foundation the two governments 
have managed to build over the last 18 months. This was culmi- 
nated by Angolan External Relations Minister Afonso van 
Du.em’s visit to Portugal in December 1986. The importance 
tha: the Portyguese Government attaches to these bilateral 
relations can also be seen by my presence in Angola as head of 
our delegation. 
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The fact that the third session of the Angola-Portugal! Joint 
Cooperation Commission took place helps consolidate bilateral 
relations for the future. It will bring about a more realistic and 
pragmatic approach to bilateral cooperation, which will be based 
on efficiency and mutual advantage. These objectives :an only 
be implemented when bilateral relations are separated from 
short-term goals; permanent interests at the state level can then 
be represented. The proceedings of the joint commission were 
very positive. Some imaginative solutions were found to pressing 
problems in the various fields of bilateral coopeiation, and doc- 
uments and accords were signed on the basis of those solutions. 


The Portuguese delegation’s reception and its meetings with 
government and other senior Angolan officials reflect the 
credibility and trust that characterize this new phase in bilateral! 
relations. Thus, M. Minister, I would like to express satisfaction 
with the results we btained. I would also like to thank you, on 
my behalf and on behalf of my delegation, for all your kind 
attention during ous stay in Luanda. We are returning to Poriu- 
gal with the belief that we are entering a new era in cooperation 
between our two countries. Thank you. [end recording] 


New Projects Discussed 
MB080654 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0500 GMT 8 Jul 87 


[Text] Portuguese Foreign Minister Pedro Pires de Miranda said 
in Luanda yesterday that nothing is likely to hinder the develop- 
ment of Portuguese-Angolan cooperation. Shortly before leaving 
Luanda for Lisbon, the Portuguese official stated that the recon- 
struction of Benguela Provinbe’s Luma power plant features 
among the projects in which Portugal! will soon participate. 
According to Minister Pires de Miranda, the Luma project will 
benefit from the new financial relationship between the coun- 
tries, which was strengthened by Portuga!'s granting of a loan to 
Angola worth $140 million. 


Portugal is also interested in other projects in Benguela Province. 
notably the [name indistinct} enterprise in Alto Caturmbela, the 
Lobito Cement Enterprise, and the rehabilitation of the Benguela 
railroad. The Portuguese foreign minister stressed the Benguela 
railroad’s great political and econornic importance and said 
Portugal is interested in its rehabilitation. On financial relations, 
Minister Pires de Miranda stated that the previous accord was 
altered through the signing of a new accord, which grants greater 
repayment terms to Angola. 


Miranda Comments, Departs 
MBO071554 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1200 GMT 7 Jul 87 


[Text] Pedro Pires de Miranda, Portuguese foreign minister, left 
Luanda this morning to return to his country. Pires de Miranda 
had been in Luanda since 3 July, leading his country's delegation 
to the third session of the Angola-Portuga! Joint Cooperation 
Commission which ended yesterday. The talks resulted in the 
signing of a special cooperation accord in the fields of tourism 
and hotel industry, a financial accord worth $140 million, and aa 
economic cooperation accord. Accordingly, the line of credit that 
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Angola will receive will serve in the first phase to pay Portuguese 
enterprises operating in Angola. It will also expand trade rela- 
tions, financing various social and economic projects. 


The two countries also agreed to create joint enterprises in both 
countries specializing in the production of export goods; to imple- 
ment economically viable projects and projects with quickly 
recoverable profits; and to support the recovery of Angolan 
enterprises. 


At 4 February International Airport, the Portuguese foreign 
minister, accompanied by Angolan Finance Minister Augusto 
Teixeira de Matos, gave a news conference. Pires de Miranda 
was asked to comment on the new era of strengthening rc!ations 
between Angola and Portugal. 


[Begin Miranda recording] In the last year and a half, relations 
between the People’s Republic of Angola and Portugal have 
improved greatly, particularly, as 1 have said before, because we 
have been able to clarify political issues. There were misunder- 
standings and misinterpretations that we have been able to 
eradicate from our relations I think, and the minister will 
confirm, that the talks I held in Luanda with all the officials and 
with the president of the republic guarantee that political rela- 
tions will be absolutely normal from now on. They have been 
normalized. Both parties, Angola and Portugal, worked steadily 
toward this goal. There is no reason today for us to assume that 
there will be political misunderstandings. There are different 
viewpoints, but that should be expected. 


We, the Portuguese, do not want to interfere in the internal 
problems of Angola, and Angola will not interfere in our internal 
problems. We have mutual respect for one another. Each country 
has chosen its own political, economic, and social system. Thus, 
we must accept how things are. I therefore view the political 
clarification in our relations as the most important point of our 
proceedings. From here, it will be possible, as we shall certainly 
observe, to substantially strengthen our political, social, and 
economic relations. [end recording] 


Dos Santos Swears in Minister, Ambassadors 
MB080651 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0500 GMT 8 Jul 87 


[Text] In Luanda yestciday, Comrade President Jose Eduardo 
dos Santos swore in Comrade Fernando Faustino Muteka as 
minister of agriculture. The Angolan head of state also swore in 
Comrades Marcolino Jose Carlos Mouco as Huambo provincial 
commissar and chairman of the 4th Regional Military Council; 
Domingos Jose as Namibe provincial commissar; Luis Paulino 
dos Santos as Bie provincial commissar; and Domingos 
Mutalemo as Zaire provincial commissar. 


Comrade President Jose Eduardo dos Santos also swore in 
Manuel Bernardo de Sousa as Angola's ambassador to Yugosla- 
via, Armindo Fernandes Espirito Santo Vieira as ambassador to 
Italy, and Luis Neto Kiembata as ambassador to Zambia. 


These officials were appointed on 3 July through decrees issued 
by the Angolan head of state. 
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ANGOP Comments on U.S. ‘Warmongering Policy’ 
MBO021738 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1200 GMT 2 Jul 87 


[ANGOP commentary: “A Realistic Policy;” from the “For 
the Record” program] 


[Text] In releasing American pilot Joseph | ongo last Sunday, the 
People’s Republic of Angola demonstrated great political matur- 
ity and once again expressed the Angolan people’s desire to 
maintain good relations with the United States based on univer- 
sally accepted principles. The Angolan Government has always 
shown its interest in establishing diplomatic relations with the 
United States. When Angolan President Jose Eduardo dos San- 
tos recently received a group of American journalists, he said the 
Angolan Government has always been on record as calling for 
the establishment of diplomatic relations with the United States, 
without preconditions. 


However, despite the People’s Republic of Angola's policy of 
goodwill, (?there are reports) that the Americans have come up 
with legislation approved by the U.S. Congress that will impose 
economic sanctions against Angola. Such a gesture would only 
complicate any understanding between the two countries. Thus, 
the United States continues its warmongering policy in southern 
Africa — particularly against the People’s Republic of Angola 
— by encouraging the racist Pretoria regime and UNITA ban- 
dits in their attacks on the economic and social structures of the 
Angolan state. 


At a meeting between Angolan and U.S. delegations in Braz- 
zaville in April, where no preconditions were laid down, Angola 
reaffirmed that the platform for negotiations proposed through 
the UN secretary general in 1984 remained valid and was the 
fundamental basis for future discussions to solv: the Namibian 
nroblem. It should be stressed that the platform provides for the 
gradual withdrawal of Cuban internationalist troops from 
Angola, as soon as UN Security Council Resolution 435/78 is 
implemented and South Africa ceases aggression against Angola 
and support for the Angolan puppets. 


The resumption of talks between the Angolan Government and 
the U.S. Administration, suspended in July 1985 following the 
repeal of Clark amendment by the United States, demonstrates 
Angola’s desire to ease tension in southern Africa. The U.S. 
Administration's so-called policy of constructive engagement 
and its intransigence in supporting the racist Pretoria regime and 
UNITA bandits amounts to an immoral attitude; it makes the 
United States responsible for the prevailing climate of war in 
southern Africa. 


While a group of U.S. congressmen was visiting the People’s 
Republic of Angola on the occasion of the release of pilot ‘oseph 
Longo, the racist South African Army was deploying war mater- 
iel around the Angolan city of Ondjiva, Cunene Province, to 
carry out another brutal attack against the Angolan people. 


South African aggression against Angola has in\ensified since 
U.S. President Ronald Reagan came to power. Enjoying vast 
White House support, the racists massacre and kidnap 
defenseless people and burn and destroy economic structures, 
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bridges, hospitals, and scheols in an attempt to create social 
disorder. Thus, they hope to install the UNITA bandi's in power 
in Angola. 


Following the erosion of the false pretext of pursuing SWAPO 
fighters that the racist South African regime had used to justify 
its incursions into Angola, another one has emerged: the presence 
of Cuban internationalists in our territory, whom the Pretoria 
authorities consider a threat to the state of apartheid. The racists 
and their allies ignore the fact that the Cuban internationalists 
are in Angola at the request of the Angolan Government, follow- 
ing an agreement with the Republic of Cuba. 


The Cuban troops are in Angola to help this country defend itself 
against the aggression of South Africa and its allies. The Cubans 
have never carried out acts of aggression against South Africa. 
The Angolan Government has consistently stated that the grad- 
ual withdrawal of Cuban troops from Angola would depend on 
the immediate and unconditional withdrawal of the South Afri- 
can Army from southern Angola; the beginning of the implemen- 
tation of the UN Security Council Resolution 435/78 on 
Namibian independence; and the cessation of racist aggression 
and all logistical and diplomatic support granted by the Pretoria 
regime to UNITA bandits, their complementary subversive 
detachment. 


The argument about the Cuban presence in Angola is one of 
South Africa’s maneuvers in the context of imperialist plans to 
establish a buffer state in southern Angola that would be led by 
traitor Jonas Savimbi. Savimbi has worked for the U.S. CIA and 
the Portuguese International Police for Defense of the State, and 
today continues to be allied to the most reactionary international 
circles. 


Howe er, despite immense sacrifice imposed on us by the war of 
aggression — which is heavily demonstrated by the diversion of 
huge sums of money for the defense of our sovereignty and 
territorial integrity — we shall not bow before the enemy. We 
shall never permit the destruction of our victories, which we won 
in the course of many years of struggle with the blood of the best 
sons of Angola. The Angolan Government's call for open negoti- 
ations demonstrates the political realism it uses to solve the 
conflict in southern Africa. The international community must 
continue its efforts to pressure the racist South African regime 
and its allies to abandon their militarist policy in southern Africa. 


Commentary Criticizes UNITA-RSA Relations 
MB070824 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 6 jul 87 


[ANGOP commentary entitled “The Shame of Savimbi;” from 
the “For the Record” program] 


[Text] Recently, the UNITA bandits published a communique in 
several Western European capitals in which they announced a 
forthcoming so-called offensive against economic and social tar- 
gets in the People’s Republic of Angola. The bandits’ propaganda 
pamphlet appears at a time when the racist South African forces 
are concentrating war materiel and forces near the town of 
Ondjiva, the capital of Cunene Province. 
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In the wake of FAPLA’s victorious actions against the bandits, 
who are unable to defend their own positions, the racist South 
African Army is coming to the rescue of the Angolan traitors and 
preparing to carry out further brutal aggression against the 
People’s Republic of Angola. 


In the last few days, that traitor Savimbi has been maintaining 
contacts with officials of the racist Pretoria regime. These con- 
tacts aim at furthering the strategy of renewed aggression against 
our country. Savimbi did not hide his reactionary nature when 
he announced that, in its future actions, the South African Army 
{as heard] will give priority to attacking civilian projects and 
targets. 


It has been proved that the UNITA bandits do not have the 
ability to confront the glorious FAPLA forces. UNITA only 
survive thanks to direct support from the racist South African 
regime. The propaganda communiques claiming alleged military 
victories in Angola are fantasy pamphlets believed only by those 
who are close to the bandits. The puppets, who are defending a 
lost cause, are going through a phase of total despair. 


Tired of Savimbi’s false promises, many compatriots have been 
leaving the jungle to join the great Angolan family through the 
MPLA-Labor Party's clemency policy. These compatriots are 
now engaged in national reconstruction tasks, and they have been 
denouncing Savimbi’s tribalist and regionalist beliefs. 


The bandit leader often orders execution for all those who refuse 
to obey his subversive commands. Executions occur constantly in 
the UNITA gang. Traitor Savimbi, who is unable to convince the 
so-called dissidents in his organization, uses the force of arms to 
impose his authority on a gang that is bound to fail. 


The UNITA bandits do not occupy either villages or districts in 
southern Angola, contrary to certain Western press reports that 
are divorced from Angolan reality. The reality of the matter is 
that there are units of the racist South African Army operating 
in Angola which protect the puppets in their bandit actions. 


UNITA is an instrument of racist South Africa. However, 
UNITA does not only act in Angola; its racist bosses also use it 
to carry out sabotage operations against the Republic of Zambia. 
Therefore, Savimbi’s gang is a weapon of war used by South 
Africa in its policy of destabilization in southern Africa. Under 
orders from the racists, the UNITA puppets carry out a diver- 
sionary propaganda campaign to create conditions that the racist 
South African Army will soon use as a pretext to carry out raids 
in southern Angola, particularly in Cunene Province. 


The racist Pretoria regime is preparing its war machine to destroy 
economic structures and murder women, children, and old people 
who want peace. The shame of the traitor Savimbi is that he 
works for the racists who murder hundreds of Angolans in this 
country under the pretext of white racial supremacy, which is 
inspired by the apartheid system installed in Pretoria. 
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5th Region Recaps RSA, UNITA Military Actions 
MB071428 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1200 GMT 7 Jul 87 


[Text] FAPLA has already destroyed 11 South African vehicles 
and inflicted an unspecified number of casualties to units of the 
South African Army, which launched yet another large-scale 
operation in southern Angola on | June. 


According to the Sth Military Region command, from 1-29 June 
the racist South African Army carried out 7 raids against our 
troops, which included 61 deployments involving 2,800 men, 157 
Casspir and Buffalo vehicles, and 30 AML-90 armored vehicles 
in Cunene and Huila Provinces. A total of 18 airspace violations 
involving 12 fighter-bombers, 5 helicopters, and 1 cargo plane 
were also carried out. The source also reported 12 movements of 
forces, 4 patrols, and 5 bombardments. 


On | June, our forces stationed 30 kin southwest of Techamutete 
were attacked by the South African Army, which was using 
internationally banned chemical weapons. 


Of the daily operations throughout June, the most significant 
were the ones taking place on 5, 6, 22, 24, and 28 June. 


On 5 June, 25 Casspir and Buffalo vehicles supported by 2 Puma 
helicopters were deployed in the Namacunde area, 20 km 
northeast of Ondjiva with the aim of attacking (Nahebe). On the 
same day, the 53d Battalion of the South African Army, using 
casspir and Buffalo vehicles, raided (?Inhoca). Another attack 
was launched a few hours later, but the raiders withdrew, with 
nine vehicles destroyed and an unspecified number of casualties. 


On 6 June, the South Africans once again raided (? Inhoca), while 
South African vehicles were deployed in combat formation 
around Cuvelai. On the same day, combined forces consisting of 
South African personnel and UNITA armed bandits were 
deployed in the (Caluamba) River region and southwest of Techa- 
mutete — in Matala, Dongo, Cubango, Jamba, and Techa- 
mutete. The aim was to cut the supply lines to the residents of 
those areas. 


On 22 June, four South African Air Force Mirage fighters 
strafed a FAPLA column 38 km from Ondjiva on the Mongua- 
Ondjiva stretch, resulting in the death of three Angolan comba- 
tants and the destruction of two vehicles. 


On 24 June, the South African artillery and Air Force subjected 
the (Namalongo) bush, 25 km from Xangongo, and the 
(Mbamba) and the Ondjiva-Cahama road to intense fire. On the 
same day, FAPLA units stationed in the (Taboqueiro) destroyed 
a Casspir vehicle and captured two light weapons and other 
military equipment when Angolan combatants clashed with a 
South African Army unit. On the same day, another Casspir was 
destroyed when it detonated a land mine. 


On 28 June, the Angolan Air Force strafed a formation of South 
African troops (715) km north of Ondjiva, forcing the Pretoria 
personnel to withdraw toward the Mongua region. On the same 
day, FAPLA fire hit a South African infantry brigade and three 
long-range artillery groups. 
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In its communique, the 5th Military Region command states that 
the main aim of these actions by the South African Army is to 
create a buffer zone in southern Angola allowing for the move- 
ment of UNITA armed bandits. 


UNITA Claims Convoy Attack, Plane Downing 
MB070733 Johannesburg Domestic Service in English 
1900 GMT 6 Jul 87 


[Text] UNITA says it has shot dead 36 Angolans and 12 Cuban 
soldiers and destroyed 23 military vehicles in heavy fighting near 
Cuito-Cuanavale in southern Angola. UNITA says in a 
statement released in Lisbon that the skirmish took place when 
its forces engaged a convoy of 300 vehicles and tanks backed by 
3 Angolan brigades and 2 Cuban batallions. 


The statement also says a Soviet Sukhoi-22 has been shot down. 
UNITA says the presence of such a large convoy in southern 
Angola indicated that the Angolan offensive against its strong- 
holds near Mavinga had begun in all earnest. UNITA says it has 
lost seven men in the attack. 


MALAWI 


Banda Marks 23d Independence Anniversary 
MB050934 Blantyre Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 5 Jul 87 


[Text] His excellency the life president, Ngwazi Kamuzu Banda, 
has said that Malawi's 23 years of independence have been 
without upheavals and the country has witnessed a measure of 
prosperity by African standards. The life president said this last 
night at Sanjika Palace in Blantyre at a state banquet marking 
the 23d anniversary of Malawi's independence. 


In his speech, the life president reminded the people that when 
he was fighting for independence, the colonialists predicted 
upheavals and starvation for this country. He said the song by 
colonialists was that tribal wars would return to this country and 
that there would be wholesale starvation if this country became 
independent. The life president then said that to the contrary, 
this country has continued to enjoy peace and calm, law and order 
for the whole of its 23 years of independence, and there has been 
a modest prosperity by African standards. (?The life president) 
pointed out that the modest prosperity that has been achieved by 
this country has come about because of emphasis on agriculture. 


He said before independence, people were poor and were starving 
because they knew nothing about modern methods of agriculture, 
but this is no longer the case now, and that as a result, people are 
producing a lot of food. And, therefore, there is no question of 
starvation in this country. Life president, however, pointed out 
that some parts of the country did not have good rain this year 
and the yields were poor. He said although this was the case, 
arrangements have been made whereby these areas will have food 
from areas where yields were better. The life president also 
disclosed that the country is importing maize from a certain 
country. He said the maize being imported is not for consumption 
this year, but to prepare ourselves in case of shortages later. 
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Earlier, the master of ceremonies, Mr John Tembo, hailed the 
life president’s wisdom, courage, and bravery in steering the 
country to unprecedented development and political tranquillity. 
He told the gathering that the people of this country have every 
reason to be proud, because under the life president the 23 years 
of the country’s independence have been a catalogue of develop- 
ment. Mr Tembo called on the people of ihe country to reflect on 
the achievements and serve the life president with dedication and 
devotion. 


The main events for this year’s celebrations will be held tomorrow 
at the Kamuzu Stadium in Blantyre. The events will be crowned 
by military displays, traditional dances, and an international 
football match between Malawi and Burundi. 


Envoy Says Nation Not ‘Launching Pad’ for MNR 
MB061804 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1448 GMT 6 Jul 87 


[Text] Harare July 6 SAPA — The Malawi high commissioner 
to Zimbabwe, Mr Linnaeus Msiska, today said his country would 
never allow its territory to be used as a launching pad for attacks 
against neighbouring states. 


He told ZIANA, the semi-official news agency, at a ceremony 
to celebrate Malawi's 2lst independence anniversary that 
Malawi was dependent on its neighbours for import and export 
routes and would not allow any bandits to operate from within 
the borders. 


Asked to comment on alleged use of Malawi territory as a base 
by the rebel MNR forces of Mozambique, Mr Msiska said: “It 
should be noted that Malawi's main routes pass through Mozam- 
bican ports of Beira and Nacala as these are the most convenient 
and shortest routes to the world. In fact Malawi has had to divert 
from Mozambican ports to Dar es Salaam and Durban because 
of MNR activities in Mozambique. So it would be senseless for 
Malawi to support the MNR since it costs more to transport both 
imports and exports through other ports.” 


He said Malawi believed in peace and good neighbourliness and 
described Malawi’s relations with neighbouring countries as 
“excellent.” “It is unfortunate that there have been all sorts of 
negative press reports saying my country is supporting the MNR 
bandits but this is not the case. It is against Malawi's interest to 
support the bandits because they are jeopardising my country’s 
economic development.” 


MOZAMBIQUE 


Prime Minister Departs for Paris Economic Talks 
MBO071849 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1730 GMT 7 Jul 87 


[Text] Prime Minister Mario Machungo left for Paris this 
afternoon to attend a meeting organized by Mozambique in 
conjunction with the World Bank and the IMF. 
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{Begin Machungo recording] We are leaving for Paris to attend 
a meeting of the consultative group organized by the People’s 
Republic of Mozambique in conjunction with the World Bank 
and the IMF. At the meeting, an appeal will be made to the 
international community to assist Mozambique with means for 
implementing the economic rehabilitation program. (?Such) 
meetings are quite common when developing countries seek 
financial assistance in implementing their economic recovery 
programs. It is the first time that the People’s Republic of 
Mozambique will participate in this kind of meeting. Our first 
delegation, which includes the minister of finance and other 
officials, is already in Paris. The documents were prepared in 
advance in coordination with the World Bank and the IMF, and 
we are leaving to attend the meeting due to begin on 9 July. [end 
recording] 


As he revealed to Radio Mozambique, Mario Machungo is also 
carrying a message from the president of the republic to French 
President Francois Mitterrand. 


NAMIBIA 


Council Votes in Favor of Draft Constitution 
MB061148 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1147 GMT 6 Jul 87 


[Text] Windhoek, July 6, July — The 18-member SWA/- 
Namibian constitutional council today voted in favour of a draft 
constitution for the territory by a two thirds majority, SWABC 
radio news reported in Windhoek. 


A total of 14 members approved the constitutional plan drawn 
up under the chairmanship of Mr Justice Victor Hiemstra. 


Four representatives of the all-white SWA National Party and 
the Rehoboth Free Democratic Party opposed it. The two parties 
are known to be in favour of a constitution which incorporates 
structures for minority governments, whereas the draft adopted 
today is understood not to make specific provision for group 
rights. 


The SWA/Namibian transitional cabinet last month requested 
the constitutional council to take a vote on the draft constitution 
after the parties had failed to reach unanimity on the proposal. 
Activities of the council to date were behind closed doors and 
inhabitants of the territory had not had access to date to any of 
its constitutional plans. 


The cabinet earlier said the constitutional draft to be submitted 
to it would necessarily be considered until the SWA/Namibian 
public had commented. 


The constitutional council began its deliberations last January, 
and the South African Government told the SWA/Namibian 
Government last month that any constitutional product should 
serve only as a basis for further negotiation among the political 
parties in the territory. Political observers said Pretoria’s pro- 
nouncement meant a constitution would not be implemented in 
the near future. 
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SWA/ Namibia began its search for a new constitutional dispen- 
sation at the Turnhalle conference in 1975. 


SWATF Reports SWAPO Sabotage, Casualties 
MB021318 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1309 GMT 2 Jul 87 


[Text] Windhoek, July 2, SAPA — Security forces in northern 
SWA/Namibia shot and killed 19 SWAPO insurgents last 
month, bringing to 515 the number of insurgents killed in the 
first six months of the year, the SWA Territory Force said in 
Windhoek today. 


A total of 645 insurgents died in action in the whole of last year, 
compared to 599 in 1985. 


The SWATF said in a statement there had been a clear decline 
in the number of insurgency incidents in northern SWA/Na- 
mibia in the last three weeks, which were mainly concentrated 
on sabotage attempts aimed at civilians. 


A post office agency at Tsandi in northern SWA/ Namibia was 
destroyed on Sunday in a blast in which Soviet-made explosives 
were used. According to news reports from the area, the rest of 
the building complex which housed Ovambo tribal offices was 
badly damaged. 


A road bridge about 10 km from Otapi between Oshakati and 
Ruacana was damaged by explosives on Tuesday night SWABC 
radio news reports. Three charges of explosives were used, dam- 
aging the road surface. 


In its statement, the SWATF said three civilians were injured in 
a landmine blast 15km from Ongongo in northern SWA/Na- 
mibia last Thursday. 


In another incident, SWAPO insurgents launched a stand-off 
bombardment on a security forces base near Mahanene in 
northern SWA/Namibia last Tuesday night. The SWATF said 
the attack had failed and three insurgents were killed in follow-up 
operations the following day. 


Two Ovambo headmen were injured in a landmine blast on a road 
10km south of Oganjera last Friday. 


The SWATF said SWAPO’s armed wing was not scoring mili- 
tary successes and was concentrating on actions against civilians 
in an attempt “to maintain a strong-man image.” 
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 
More on IDASA Group’s Scheduled Talks With ANC 
London News Conference Held 


MB071957 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1951 GMT 7 Jul 87 


[Text] London July 7 SAPA — The group of mostly white South 
Africans who are due to hold talks with the African National 
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Congress in Senegal later this week were attempting to “explore 
a democratic alternative for South African by talking to an exiled 
movement which is the largest liberation movement in the coun- 
try,” a spokesman for the group said tonight. 


Speaking at a press conference here, Dr Frederik van Zyl Slab- 
bert stressed, however, that it was not a bid to “negotiate an 
alternative with the ANC — and the ANC as far as I understand 
it don’t see it this way either. This is not an attempt to negotiate 
or mediate or do the South African Government’s work for 
them.” 


Dr Slabbert, the former leader of the Progressive Federal Party, 
said there was what he termed a “symbolic significance” in the 
staging of the Senegal talks. If South Africans were prepared to 
abandon apartheid and racial domination, “and to search sin- 
cerely for a non-racial democratic alternative, then genuine 
discussions and debate about this is possible. Not only is it 
possible, but I think also that Africa and the West should be 
interested in a debate of this kind. In other words, we believe that 
the isolation of our whites is of their own making.” 


Dr Slabbert, flanked by leading Afrikaans author and poet, 
Breyten Breytenbach, and former PFP colleague, Dr Alex 
Boraine, said the 50-strong group represented a wide cross- 
section of views. 


Breytenbach, who lives in exile in Paris, said of the Senegal talks: 
“We shouldn’t expect too much to come out of this, and we 
shouldn’t blow it out of proportion. But I think that we cannot 
over-stress the breakthrough out of the cordon of isolation and 
kind of rigor mortis that has been imposed upon many whites in 
South Africa.” 


Both Breytenbach and Dr Slabbert said they expected con- 
demnation of the talks from the state president, Mr P.W. Botha. 
“He will say that it is bad and that it has been organised by 
terrorists,” said Dr Slabbert. 


He said the group — the majority of whom were Afrikaans- 
speakers — all believed that no resolution of the conflict in South 
Africa was possible without the involvement of the ANC. 


Dr Slabbert said he wanted to lay to rest rumours about the 
funding of the trip — “everything from Al-Qadhdhafi to a 
leading South African businessman.” The true position was that 
some members of the group had paid their own way and money 
for the rest came from foundations in America and West Ger- 
many “with no strings attached.” 


Dr Slabbert said the talks had been set up by his Institute for a 
Democratic Alternative for South Africa (IDASA) and the Afri- 
can National Congress. He said Breytenbach had been a major 
help in organising the talks, especially through his good contacts 
with African leaders. 


Dr Slabbert said there would be “open debate” on a series of 
topics at the Senegal meeting. “These (topics) include the 
structure of a new government in South Africa...a liberated 
government, if one wants to put it that way; the structure of the 
economy of the future, the problem of transition and. the whole 
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question of national unity as South Africa is a society of deep 
cleavages and divisions...these are the issues we are going to talk 
about.” 


Dr Slabbert said the Senegalese authorities had asked to partici- 
pate in the talks. He said the discussions would not be open to the 
press — “we do not believe it will be appropriate to do this.” 
Breytenbach said the ANC team at the talks would be headed 
by a leading figure in the organisation, Thabo Mbeki. 


The South African group flew into London’s Heathrow Airport 
this morning from the republic. They gathered at a nearby hotel 
where they were briefed on the forthcoming talks by Dr Slabbert 
and Breytenbach. They are due to fly out tomorrow for the 
capital of Senegal, Dakar, via Paris. 


CP Criticizes ‘Pilgrims’ 
MBO071608 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1559 GMT 7 Jul 87 


[Text] Johannesburg July 7 SAPA — When the list of names of 
the “far left pilgrims” to Dakar was scrutinised, it was no 
coincidence that many of them owed their prominence to none 
other than the SABC and the government-controlled Afrikaans 
press, Prof S.C. Jacobs, spokesman for the Conservative Party 
and MP for Losberg, said in a statement to the SABC today. 


“They (delegates to Senegal) have been singled out for recogni- 
tion and credibility and through this publicity build-up over the 
past few years, it now appears that these so-called leading figures 
in Afrikanerdom are creating a political trend which could be 
emulated by others,” Prof Jacobs said. “Their far left views have 
been publicised by the state-funded SABC and through the 
columns of the Afrikaans press. Names which come to mind are 
Prof Dion Basson, Johan van der Westhuizen and Laurens du 
Plessis of the University of Potchefstroom, Prof Lawrence 
Schlemmer of Natal University and Prof Hermann Giliomee of 
the UCT [University of Cape Town]. Another pilgrim is Dominee 
Theuns Eloff who previously worked for the SABC and whose 
family is still employed there,” he said. 


“We ask whether the SABC and the Afrikaans press will now 
distance themselves from these people in their new role as nego- 
tiators with the communist-controlled ANC, or whether the 
reading and viewing public will be seeing even more of them in 
the future. Silence on the part of the government and the 
government-controlled media shows tacit approval of this politi- 
cal pilgrimage to the ANC. The Afrikaner electorate now 
demands an answer,” the statement said. 


Radio: ANC Talks ‘Pointless’ 
MB080531 Johannesburg Domestic Service in English 
0500 GMT 8 Jul 87 


[Station commentary] 
[Text] The kindest thing that can be said about the Dakar 


meeting this week between a varied group of South Africans and 
a delegation of the ANC is that it is pointless. More accurately, 
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it is counterproductive. It will hinder the achievement of precisely 
that dispensaiton the South African participants in general want 
for their country. If nothing else, the arrangements made for 
high-profile international media coverage will see to that. 


Undoubtedly the ANC stands to gain substantially, in public 
credibility and diplomatic leverage, from the meeting. In recent 
months its methods and goals have increasingly been questioned 
in Western government circles. 


Details of the terrorist bombings, necklace murders, and other 
horrors perpetrated under its banner have been reaching wider 
audiences. And its defiant reaffirmation of its bonds with Mos- 
cow and the South African Communist Party has raised concern 
about the future of Western strategic interests. 


This week’s meeting will help the movement recover lost ground. 
As political analyst Robert Schrire put it in a newspaper inter- 
view, it gives them stature they can convert into bargaining 
power. 


As for the South African group, the exercise is pointless because 
it will do no more than confirm what they already know: that the 
philosophical differences on man in society are so deep-rooted as 
to be irreconcilable. 


They know that they were preceded 2 years ago by another 
delegation — top businessmen — who were similarly inspired by 
the belief that they would seek out and build on points of 
agreement with the ANC. Since then, there have been admis- 
sions that the businessmen encountered an unbridgeable gap 
between their views on a free economic system and the ANC’s 
ideological commitment to scientific socialism. 


But, of course, the differences go beyond the economic 
structuring of society. It is generally acknowledged by the South 
Africans now in Dakar that a peaceful and democratic dispensa- 
tion for this country will require provision to be made in some 
way for the protection of minorities. Many of them, for example, 
support the Indaba proposals. But they are also under no illusions 
about the ANC’s rejection of any such provision. One of the 
group, Professor Hermann Giliomee, told Beeld before his depar- 
ture that they would be discussing group rights, since under the 
ANC system the Afrikaner would disappear. 


It is logically impossible, and in practice has therefore always 
been unattainable, to reconcile the values and principles underly- 
ing Marxism-Leninism and free enterprise democracy. One sees 
the single-party government as the people’s vanguard — the 
ANC'’s own description of itself — which knows what is best for 
the people, and of necessity therefore dictates every facet of their 
lives and exercieses totalitarian power in order to do so. 


For the other, the state is mainly a mechanism for ensuring the 
highest degree of freedom of individual choice consistent with 
social stability and national security. 


Political terrorism and political impotence have got together in 
Dakar this week. It is not in such conclaves that the future of 
South Africa is being determined. That future is being shaped 
by the dogged, steady progress being made by South Africans of 
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all communities — in business, in social institutions, at all levels 
of politics — in clearing away the rubble of disagreements and 
laying the building blocks of a democratic dispensation. 


Three Injured in Johannesburg Hotel Biast 
MB081020 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1019 GMT 8 Jul 87 


[Text] Johannesburg, July 8, SAPA — Three men were injured, 
one seriously, in an explosion in the bar of the Village Main Hotel 
in Johannesburg this morning. Police cordoned off the area and 
had not discounted the possibility of a second explosion. 


Explosives experts were presently investigating, Lt Pierre Louw, 
Witwatersrand police public relations spokesman said. He did 
not know the cause of the explosion at about 11.10am, that ripped 
a three by three metre hole in the southern wall of the hotel in 
Anderson Street. 


The three injured men, who sustained shrapnel wounds, were 
taken to the Hillbrow Hospital. They were Mr Norman San- 
gweni, 45, Mr Philip Makopane, 48 and Mr Stanford Phiri, 55, 
the barman. Further details of their conditions were unknown. 


The bar area of the middle-class hotel was wrecked. Lt Louw said 
there was extensive damage in the bar. A pile of rubble lay on 
the pavement outside. 


Police were patrolling with walkie-talkies and a number of 
Alsatian dogs. 


Limpet Mine Blamed 
MB081042 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1041 GMT 8 Jul 87 


[Text] Johannesburg, July 8, SAPA — A limpet mine explosion 
ripped through a central Johannesburg hotel bar this morning, 
injuring three black and causing damage to the building, a 
police spokesman said. The spokesman said the STM2 limpet 
mine blast at the Village Main Hotel occured at 11.12am. He 
said one of the three men was seriously injured. 


Police cordoned off the area and had not discounted the possibil- 
ity of a second explosion. Explosives experts were presently 
investigating, Lt Pierre Louw, Witwatersrand police spokesman 
said. 


Police Kill ANC ‘Insurgent,’ Woman in Township 
MBO071549 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1548 GMT 7 Jul 87 


[Text] Pretoria July 7 SAPA — A suspected African National 
Congress insurgent and a woman were killed in a confrontation 
with police in a shootout in an Eastern Cape township today, 
police in Pretoria reported. 


Police said in a statement issued by their Public Relations 
Division (full text): “A black man, suspected of being an ANC 
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terrorist, and a black woman, were today killed during a confron- 
tation with security force members. 


“Acting on information, members of the South African Police 
went to a dwelling in Motherweli, near Port Elizabeth. When 
they attempted to enter the shack, a number of shots were fired 
from inside the shack, which damaged the police vehicle. 


“Reinforcements were summoned. When these arrived, the occu- 
pants of the shack were ordered to come outside. This request led 
to renewed firing. A Casspir armoured vehicle was then used to 
push over the shack. 


“The bodies of a black man and a black woman, as well as the 
following arms and ammunition, were found in the shack: | x 
AK-47 rifle, 1 x 9mm Star pistol, 8 x 9mm bullets, 3 x AK-47 
magazines, 260 x AK-47 bullets, | x Fl handgrenade, 30 x 
AK-47 cartridge cases. 


“The bodies have not been positively identified. The police 
investigation is continuing.” 


Leader of New Political Party Interviewed 
MB072043 Johannesburg Television Service in English 
1800 GMT 7 Jul 87 


[Interview with John Gogotya, leader of the Federal Indepen- 
dence Democratic Alliance, FIDA, by John Bishop and Pekwane 
Mashilwane on the “Network” program, introduced by Gillian 
van Houten — recorded] 


[Text] [Van Houten] A new political party was established over 
the weekend in South africa. It is called FIDA, and earlier today 
John Bishop and Pekwane Mashilwane, who is the executive 
producer of TV2 and 3, interviewed the leader of the new party, 
businessman and theologian Mr John Gogotya. 


[Bishop] Mr Gogotya, welcome. Mash, would you bow! the first 
ball at Mr Gogotya? 


[Mashilwane] Thank you, John. Mr Gogotya, you have just 
launched an organization, a political organization. Can we get to 
know your standpoints regarding the negotiating forums that the 
state president has proposed — things like the regional services 
councils and the national council? 


[Gogotya] The state president has proposed these two forums for 
discussion you have just mentioned. We are prepared, in order to 
upgrade the quality of life of our people, to take part in the 
regional services councils because we think our people at the 
grass-roots level need houses, need shelter, need employment 
opportunities. And this is the reason why we are going to take 
part, to see that they come out improved and assisted in the 
process. And, nationally, we are also prepared to take part in the 
national statutory council because we feel here is a platform that 
we could exploit to the benefit of the black man. Here is a 
platform that we could call the bluff of the government, if the 
government is not sincere about it. 


[Bishop] Mr Gogotya, you say we. Now how many have you got 
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in the party at this moment? 


[Gogotya] At the moment our registered membership stands at 
300,000, and we are getting people daily coming in and inquiring 
through letters and telephones — people wanting to find out more 
about our organization and how they can take part and assist us. 


[Bishop] Now, are they former members if your former grouping 
known as the OAO [Operation, Advance and Outspread]? 


[Gogotya] Yes, the bulk of that is from the other organization, 
Operation, Advance and Outspread, but we have also had other 
organizations, other groups that have come in and joined to form 
a joint strategy in finding a solution to our political problems. 


[Bishop] But now who is funding you? 


[Gogotya] We have been struggling; we are a ragtag organiza- 
tion. We have been struggling to raise funds, unfortunately, 
because the industry in this country could not finance 1s openly. 
Some people have been sending in donations in drips and dribbles 
under the table which we appreciated a great deal. But we have 
since set up a trust and hope to generate more capita! and gain 
momentum in building an organization. 


[Mashilwane] Is the government involved in your activities finan- 
cially? 


[Gogotya] No. We are not getting involved with the government, 
partly because if we did then we would have been labeled 
collaborators with the system. That is the reason why we shied 
away. 


[Mashilwane] Would we know if you had? 


[Gogotya] These things, you cannot hide them for long, Mash; 
they will come out if they are there. They will definitely come 
out. That is the reason why we decided to keep our side of the 
slate clean. 


[Bishop] Mr Gogotya, the big new story in the South African 
newspapers at the moment is the visit of some 60 prominent 
South Africans to West Africa to talk to the ANC. Now, how do 
you see that, and is there some kind of clash now? You have 
formed this grouping now. We have 60 prominent, as I said, 
South Africans going across to West Africa to talk to the ANC. 
What is the story here? 


[Gogotya] The unfortunate part is that these people are ... 
[changes thought] we had expected more from them in the sense 
that we thought they were seasoned politicians. The ANC has 
been having difficulty and having trouble during the past year. 
It has been discredited, it has been greatly discredited now in the 
United States and Australia, and in Japan and in the Fiji, and 
because of this the ANC needed some boost, and it could not have 
come at because of these people. [sentence as heard] 


[Bishop] You are saying you are disappointed at this group going 
over? 


[Gogotya] We are definitely disappointed, because they don’t 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


stand to win anything. The only people that stand to gain are the 
ANC. 


[Bishop] But you are for talking, are you? 


[Gogotya] We are definitely for talking. But it is strange that 
these people who claim to be for talking — we have opened our 
doors to talk to anybody across the board — but these people pick 
and choose their type of talking to certain people. 


{Mashilwane] But, Mr Gogotya, don’t you think it is important 
that there should be talks before talks? 


{Gogotya] Yes, we think there should be talks before talks... 
{Mashilwane, interrupting] Are these not preliminary now? 


[Gogotya] These very same organizations have labeled us and any 
moderate group that is not involved in violence — that does not 
believe in the violent overthrow of the status quo — these 
organizations have labeled us as collaborators, so they won’t talk 
to us. So in other words, their so-called talking is meaningless 
unless they talk to everybody. 


[Bishop] Can we come in and talk about the manifesto you put 
out? A little more about that. It is positively antivioience? 


[Gogotya] Yes, it is. 


[Bishop] There is no reservation about that? No, [even] if massive 
talks broke down or if things didn’t happen, we have to use it as 
a last resort? 


[Gogotya] No, we do not believe in threats, in threatening the 
people, and saying to the present government, you do this or else. 
We feel the only change that can come would be a genuine, 
meaningful change deep down from the heart — of finding a 
peaceful solution. 

[Bishop] Mr Gogotya, democratic art of the title of your new 
party. 


[Gogotya] Yes. 


[Bishop] How do you see that democracy? You come out against 
one-man-one-vote in the manifesto, but to people, generally, 
democracy means that. 


[Gogotya] Let me put it this way, sir. When people speak about 
democracy, we do not believe that within the South African 
context we can juggle colors and numbers that easy in order to 
find a solution. We are not going to replace a white minority 
government by a black majority government. It is not a case of 
juggling colors. We are not going to replace a small 1 miliion 
government by majority 10 million government. It is a case of 
forming a democratic society within the context of a federal 
system of government... 


{Bishop, interrupting] You mean with cultural differences built 
in? 
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{Gogotya] With cultural differences built in. Look at the United 
Nations, for instance. We are looking where we have | billion 
Chinese with one representative with one vote at the United 
Nations and 300,000 Tswanas in Botswana with also an equal 
vote. This is the type of system that we want to build into the 
South African system of government. 


[Mashilwane] John, since the state president got the mandate 
from the white electorate, we see many political organizations 
mushrooming before the negotiations with the government. Can 
we take this to be some type of opposition? 


{Gogotya] It is not a case of organizations mushrooming. It is a 
case that these organizations were there — for instance, our 
organization was there — but we were operating, shall I say, 
clandestinely underground because of threats and violence 
against us. That was the reason why we did not come out into the 
open. But because we have realized now that our numbers have 
grown, and in numbers there is some form of security, this is the 
reason why we have come out into the open. 


{Mashilwane] But can I get this one clear? Is this some type of 
opposition that we can expect from black political parties? 


[Gogotya] We are here not to oppose black groups. We are here 
to see to it that there is a better deal and a fair deal for all blacks 
in South Africa, as opposed to the previous systems of govern- 
ment. 


[Bishop] Mr Gogotya, this party is described as Christian, but I 
take it that includes all those who believe God. But, I mean, this 
is a diverse community, isn’t it? 


{Gogotya] This is a very diverse, a very very diverse community. 

We have people in our organization from the Anglican Church, 

from the Methodist, you name : | the churches within South 
‘rica... 


[Bishop, interrupting] And the other groups, I mean, I am talking 
about the Jews, the Hindus, the Muslims... 


[Gogoty a, interrupting] They are welcome if we believe that we 
have to find a base in God and use God as our foundation and 
our stepping-stone, therefore. 


[Bishop] All right. Now, the free market thrust in your manifesto. 
What does that mean to you? Does that mean completely free 
market, free trading, free areas? What does that mean? 


{Gogotya] We believe that since the other past regimes in South 
Africa used capitalism to exploit our people, we are also in turn 
going to use the very capitalist free market system to liberate our 
people from depression and oppression. 


[Bishop] Explain that a little bit further. How would you do that? 


[Gogotya] We believe that with the free market system our people 
are going to have a fair share. The issues like job reservation, job 
discrimination, are going to be done away with so that people can 
move freely and use their economic muscles as best they possibly 
can. 
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[Bishop] Do you see much hope of that happening in the near 
future? 


{Gogotya] Yes, there is a proof we have within our organization. 
Our business section, which has been dealing with that, assisting 
black businessmen right across the country, and we have seen it 
happening and working. 


[Mashilwane] We are talking of negotiating with the government, 
Mr Gogotya. Which points at least would you expect to enjoy top 
priority in our negotiations with the government? 


{Gogotya] Blacks must be given power. The name of the game is 
power — power to have a say in the running of the country. They 
must be given power to dictate how they want to be governed. 
They must have a say in the South Africa of tomorrow. That is 
the name of the game — power-sharing. 


{Mashilwane] In other words, your priority number one in the 
discussion with the government will be political power? 


[Gogotya] Yes, how is that power going to be shared, that is our 
main thing. We rest on that. 


[Bishop] Disinvestment. You have come out strongly against that, 
and do I gather that you have some kind of lobby going in the 
United States? 


[Gogotya] Yes, we do have some pressure group — in fact, a big 
lobbying group in Washington, as you have said — to look into 
the issue of disinvestment. We have even used cable overseas to 
challenge people like Randall Robinson and Peter Solarz on TV 
debates, putting across our views on how we see the effects of 
disinvestments in South Africa. 


[Bishop] But how will you tally that with people inside this 
country who, if they are not calling openly to disinvestment, think 
is a good idea? How would you tally that? 


[Gogotya] We say these people are opportunists. These people will 
propound and speak about disinvestment. They will also in the 
same breath speak about socialism, but then go on and enjoy the 
benefits of capitalism and investments. 


[Bishop] Let us take some names out of a hat now. UDF, PFP, 
the NP, the CP, I probably left one or two out. But anyway, for 
a start, where do you place your party on the political spectrum 
in South Africa? 


[Gogotya] We are in the middle of the road. We have decided to 
stay in the middle. The reason is because we feel there were two 
main opposing factions here. You had the discriminatory 
apartheid laws on one side and those who propagated violence 
and the violent overthrow of the present status quo. We think the 
only solution is to take the middle of the road. This is where we 
find ourselves in. 


[Bishop] Have you reacted to the stories, in the papers at least. 
that the UDF might be going into parliamentary politics? 


[Gogotya] To us, it comes as no surprise. This is what we have 
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been saying ever since we started 6 years ago. We said the only 
way to find a peaceful settlement, the only way to find a settle- 
ment that is going to be beneficial to the blacks, will have to come 
around the negotiating table. 


[Bishop] Mr Gogotya, can I refer to, perhaps painful for you, an 
editorial in the newspaper dealing mainly with black readers, 
aimed at black readers? What is it headed again? Who is Mr 
Gogotya? It suggests, indeed, it states that you are a band- 
wagoner; you are jumping on the bandwagon. How do you react 
to that? This is your chance, isn’t it? 


[Gogotya]} Unfortunately for these people who write such editori- 
als, they hide behind editorials and do not come out in the open. 
All I would say to these honorable gentlemen is to go back to the 
people of Soweto and ask the people on the grass-roots level where 
we have been working. Let him go to Mamelodi. Let him go to 
Atteridgeville on the grass-roots level, and the people are going 
to tell him who we are. 


[Bishop] Now, the Marxism. That is the strong, strong, card you 
are playing inside. It is said with truth, is it not, that communism 
breeds where there is poverty, discrimination, lack of home, and 
consequently unbelief — no belief in God. 


[Gogotya] No belief in God. 


[Bishop] So, how would you, with just a few seconds left, solve 
this enormous problem, which is an African problem? 


{Gogotya] This is the reason why we want to take part in the 
RSC’s, in the regional services councils, so that we can see that 
there are funds that would be channeled. There will be a creation 
of jobs; there will be employment opportunities. Schools will be 
built to upgrade our people, so that they can move away from the 
politics of revolution that are propagated by Marxist-Leninism... 


[Bishop, interrupting] And the challenge that you might be a 
puppet? 


[Gogotya] Well, this has been thrown at us time and time again, 
but we are going to keep on telling it like it is. Because we feel 
that whether we are labeled as collaborators or not, the only way 
we can help our people is to negotiate for them a better and a 
peaceful settlement. 


{Mashilwane] Finally, from me Mr Gogotya, I have realized that 
you have got a number of ex-mayors in your organization. Is it a 
way in which you are going to work their way back -nto local 
authorities and the RSC’s? 


{Gogotya] No, we are not going to use them. What we are doing 
is that we have been running training seminars and workshops, 
training our own young people to take over when the time is ripe. 
We have been running this across the board, and that is the 
reason why. 


[Bishop] And there we have to stop. 


[Gogotya] Thank you very much. 
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Police Issue Unrest Report Covering 7 Jul 
MB080635 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0634 GMT 8 Jul 87 


[Text] Pretoria, July 8, SAPA — Following is the SA police 
public division unrest report: 


“The following incidents of unrest were reported overnight. 


“At Katlehonf, near Springs, a private dwelling was damaged in 
a petrol bomb attack. 


“At Forty Second Hill, a black residential area near Harrismith, 
the Harrismith secondary school was damaged by stone- 
throwers. 


“At KwaDebeka, near Durban, a delivery vehicle and a security 
force vehicle were damaged when they were stoned.” 


Press Comments on Current Issues, Problems 
MB070600 /Editorial Report} 


CITIZEN Disapproves of ANC Talks in Dakar 

A page 6 editorial in Johannesburg The Citizen in English on 6 
July says that the ANC must be delighted with the group of 
South Africans going to Dakar to meet with it because every time 
South Africans “hold talks with the ANC, they give that terrorist 
organisation a credibility it does not deserve.” “Considering the 
ANC is guilty of some terrible atrocities in this country, consid- 
ering the State President has made it clear he does not intend to 
talk to the ANC, considering the ANC does not intend to give 
up violence as a precondition for being unbanned, we wonder 
what gives Dr Slabbert [founder of the Institute for Democratic 
Alternatives for South Africa] the right to act as a go-between 
for the ANC.” 


STAR Welcomes Talks With ANC 

“South Africa is a long way from the kind of 1:ound-table 
discussions that will have to precede a new order,” notes Johan- 
nesburg The Star in English on 6 July in a page 10 editorial. “It 
is simply not possible to bring warring factions together immedi- 
ately. But since that is the ultimate goal, someone has to begin 
the process.” “The people who will meet ANC leaders cannot 
commit the country to anything. But they can begin to explore 
what common ground exists and how it can be exploited. And 
they can convey a powerful symbolic message — that there are 
South Africans ready for real negotiation.” 


BUSINESS DAY Approves ANC Talks 
“In the end, white South Africans will negotiate, whether from 
strength or on the brink of defeat, because there is no other way 
of achieving a stable solution to the ethnic conflicts of the 
region,” observes a page 4 editorial in Johannesburg Business 
Day in English on 6 July. The importance of Dr van Zyl Slab- 
bert’s mission to organize talks with the ANC in Dakar, is “that 
it adds, in a dramatic fashion that is typical of the man, a new 
dimension to the very wide range of informal contacts between 
black and white South Africans: the Natal Indaba, the union- 
employer negotiations, the church meetings, and even govern- 
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ment’s wholly manipulative and patronising contacts. All of these 
are to be welcomed as part of the process of ‘talks about talks’. 
If they can be kept in motion — the jargon is ‘momentum’ — 
they should end in an agreement to negotiate, and perhaps an 
agenda.” 


SOWETAN: ‘Healthy Spirit’ for Talk 

A page 4 editorial in Johannesburg Sowetan in English on 6 July 
says that in Soweto the Reverend Sizwe Mbabane of the 
Witwatersrand Council of Churches “made an impassioned plea 
to black political organisations to bury the hatchet. He told a 
party of ex-political prisoners that black organisations should 
resolve their ideological differences and concentrate on their 
common enemy, ‘the oppressive apartheid regime.’ While in 
Natal, Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi spoke of approaches that 
Inkatha has been making to speak to the UDF. All in all it seems 
there is a healthy spirit abroad for talk and not war.” 


BEELD Criticizes SACC Support of Violence 

A page 8 editorial in Johannesburg Beeld in Afrikaans on 6 July 
notes that “a delegate of the South African Council of Churches 
(SACC) remarked at its national conference that violence is the 
only alternative and he sees no other path for the ANC.” “It 
cannot be so,” notes Beeld. “Those who want to work toward a 
peaceful solution have repeatedly been invited to sit round the 
negotiation table. This invitation is obviously not acceptable to 
the SACC. It prefers confrontation to reconciliation.” “While 
the SACC only has eyes and ears for what it prefers to call 
‘liberation movements,’ it should ask itself whether there will still 
be a place for a council of churches in South Africa if the ANC 
and the PAC, with their Marxist bases, gain the upper hand.” 


Praise for Black SAP Members 

“The important role of black SAP members in the struggle 
against the revolutionary onslaught on South Africa is one of the 
greatest success stories of our time,” notes a second editorial on 
the same page. “The black members of the SAP are obviously 
under greater pressure than their white colleagues. They have 
been labeled as traitors by many of their own people and treated 
like lepers. They are the main targets of revolutionaries.” Despite 
this, “they remain loyal. In the best tradition of the SAP they are 
not unnerved by anarchists and revolutionaries. Together with 
their white colleagues they are an example as to how South 
Africans of all races can work together for a more secure future 
for the country and all its people.” 


SWAZILAND 


2 Bombs Found Along Border With Mozambique 
MBO061252 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
1200 GMT 6 Jul 87 


[Text] Two potentially devastating bombs have been found near 
the Swazi-Mozambique border fence. The SAPA news agency 
quotes government sources as saying the bombs, the largest yet 
found in Swaziland, have been safely removed by a Defense 
Force patrol. The bombs are being described as massive TM- 
types, of Russian origin, capable of completely destroying whole 
buildings. The area where they were found is part of a danger 
zone known to have been indiscriminately mined by Mozambique 
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Government forces against suspected cross-border activity by 
MNR rebels. 


ZIMBABWE 


UK Reportedly Offers Harrier, Hawk Aircraft 
MBO071633 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
7 Jul 87 pl 


[By Robin Drew} 


[Excerpts] Harare — Britain has offered to supply Zimbabwe 
with Harrier and advanced Hawk ground attack fighter aircraft, 
diplomatic sources say there. 


The offer is said to have been made by Prime Minister Mrs 
Margaret Thatcher when she had a meeting in London with Mr 
Robert Mugabe a week ago on the Zimbabwe Prime Minister's 
way home from a visit to Moscow. 


In Moscow Mr Mugabe had a meeting with the Soviet leader Mr 
Mikhail Gorbachev where, sources say, he discussed the possibil- 
ity of Zimbabwe getting sophisticated MIG 29 fighters. 


In April the Zimbabwe government denied reports that a secret 
deal had been concluded with the Soviet Union for the supply of 
the MIG 29s, the most advanced of the MIG series. [passage 
omitted] 


The diplomatic sources said that no details of payment were 
discussed with Zimbabwe if the British offer was taken up. 


Mrs Thatcher is believed to have said this could be taken up later. 
Military analysts say the Harrier which has a vertical take-off 
and landing capability would be particularly useful for bush 
operation. 


Britain still has a military advisory and training team helping the 
Zimbabwean army. 


Citizens ‘Murdered’ by Renamo ‘Inside Mozambique’ 
MB080535 Harare Domestic Service in English 
0400 GMT 8 Jul 87 


[Text] Seven Zimbabweans who were captured by the South 
African-backed Renamo bandits during a raid on civilian settle- 
ments in the northeastern district of Rushinga last month have 
been murdered inside Mozambique. 


A statement released by the Ministry of Information says the 
Zimbabwe National Army has strengthened its patrol units 
along the northeastern border with Mozambique. The statement 
dismissed as false and without foundation reports that large 
numbers of Zimbabweans had been massacred by Renamo ban- 
dits. 
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BURKINA FASO 


Sankara Sends Congratulatory Message to Reagan 
AB041041 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 3 Jul 87 


[Text] Here g a message from the president of Burkina Faso and 
chairman of the CNR to His Excellency Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America: 


Mr President, your country is commemorating the sacrifices of 
sO many men, women, and even children, who committed them- 
selves to the fight to reject all forms of subjugation. Freedom is 
unique. Men’s dignity is the same, whatever their race, their 
color, and their country of origin. The rejection of exploitation of 
man by man is equal for all countries. 


While wishing you happy anniversary for your country, I pray 
you, Mr President, to transmit to the American people, the wish 
of the Burkinabe people that Americans would perpetuate their 
love for freedom in order to stand up against all those in the world 
who block the way to freedom, dignity, independence, and the 
welfare of other people in the world, and especially in Africa, 
Latin America, and in Asia. 


Please receive, Mr President, the expression of my highest 
regards. 


The fatherland or death, we will win. 


[Signed] Captain Thomas Sankara, chairman of the CNR and 
president of Burkina Faso. 


IVOIRE DIMANCHE Interviews Sankara 5 Jul 
AB061810 Abidjan IVOIRE DIMANCHE in French 
5 Jul 87 pp 5-15 


[Interview granted by President Thomas Sankara to Diegou 
Bailly of the Ivorian weekly magazine /voire Dimanche in Oua- 
gadougou on 14 June] 


[Excerpts] [Passage omitted] 1.D.: How does the Burkinabe 
revolution fit into the huge array of revolutions existing 
throughout the world? 


Thomas Sankara: The Burkinabe revolution is part of human- 
ity’s move toward change, a change which is a scientific and 
historic necessity. However, the Burkinabe revolution is a vari- 
ation of this movement as it has its specific characteristics and 
subtleties. Let me say from the beginning that the Burkinabe 
revolution is unique. Obviously, we apply the scientific principles 
governing all revolutions, but the Burkinabe revolution is not a 
copy of other revolutions and future revolutions will not be opies 
of the Burkinabe revolution. Lenin said: “One will choose the 
revolutionary path that suits one best.” We have chosen the 
revolutionary path that is adapted to our situation, to our envi- 
ronment, and to our social values. 
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I.D.: One can deduce from various political experiments in 
Africa that military rule is not a panacea. How different is the 
Burkinabe revolution from other military revolutions? 


T.S.: lL agree that military rule is not a panacea. In fact one is 
easily tempted to turn to the army as the only mediating factor 
when there is social chaos, considering that national salvation is 
a necessity that must be fought for. It is a good thing that such 
an organization exists, but we do not think the army is the best 
solution because any army without the support of the people is 
not an army. Likewise, a people’s army is not an army if it is 
ostracized or isolated. The walls of the military barracks must be 
pulled down... Soldiers must realize that the social order they are 
expected to protect oppresses them as well as the people. This 
means that a soldier without political and ideological training is 
a potential criminal at the mercy of the oppressive government 
in power. 


The Burkinabe Government is not a military government. There 
is an equal number of civilians and soldiers in the government 
and the soldiers in the government consider themselves first and 
foremost as belonging to the people. The people have defined 
their enemy within and outside Burkina Faso: _It is imperial- 
ism. One must fight against imperialism. In this struggle it is the 
position of the antagonists that counts. If you are in the people's 
camp, your clothing or your professional background is not 
important. The same applies if you are against the people. 


Therefore, the Burkinabe Government is not a military govern- 
ment but rather a revolutionary government that calls on people 
from various backgrounds to serve it. Its only criteria are their 
stand toward the people and the class they belong to. 


I.D.: One can assume, therefore, that staging a military coup 
is like stealing a mandate from the people. It is like a watchman 
who decides one day to turn to his master and order him to leave 
his own house for him, in the name of a so-called “revolution.” 


T.S.: Herein Burkina Faso there was no military coup as such, 
that is a conspiracy by a few rebellious military officers taking 
up arms and overthrowing the constitutional government. Here 
there was a crisis that had lasted for a month. It was a question 
of choosing sides. On one side was the ruling government with its 
civilian and military allies and on the other side were all those 
civilians and soldiers who were against the government. 


Obviously, for such a battle, one needs arms and military action 
plays an important role. Military action is generally easier for 
soldiers because it is part of their profession, but above all, in this 
case, it was their stand toward the people and their social status 
that mattered. 


Everyone made their choice, bearing the consequences well in 
mind. Besides, the soldiers who entered Ouagauougou to seize 
power were not large in number, therefore, had it been a war, 
they would have lost. In reality, the people mobilized themselves 
spontaneously before the arrival of the soldiers... Therefore, it 
was not a military coup. We seized power from the ruling 
government in spite of the assistance received from its domestic 
and foreign allies. In fact, we were threatened by invasions by 
other armies, other governments... 
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LD: Other armies, other governments. Could you be more 
Spc ific” 


T.S.: Soon after 17 May, 1983, when some comrades were 
arrested and imprisoned, the ruling government called on some 
neighboring governments. Even the ANAD (Non-agression and 
Defense Aid Agreement of the CEAO [West African Economic 
Community] and Togo) secretary general came here on several 
occasions. We are also aware that foreign powers outside Africa 
were also involved in the fight against the * Libyan threat.” 


Naturally, as the situation in Burkina Faso was presented in this 
light, such actions seemed justified because no one — whether 
Burkinabe or not — can ever accept the invasion of his country 
by another. Therefore, as soon as Libya’s name was mentioned, 
there were subjective but understandable reactions... 


The truth is, we discovered plans involving neighboring states. 
There was a plan to invade the Po military base, to neutralize 
certain soldiers there and eliminate others... 


I. D.: Going back to the revolution, can one be truly rev- 
olutionary in a country as poor as Burkina Faso? 


T.S.: Yes, especially in a country as poor as mine. 


1.D.: Some intellectuals say that revolution in poor countries, 
especially African countries will be either for food or not for food. 
What do you make of this? 


T.S.: Those are sentimentalist views about the revolution. A 
revolution is not merely for food. After all what is food? It is 
produced through hard work. We are unable to produce enough 
food to eat because our lands, which are increasingly becoming 
impoverished, are not being regenerated and because we are 
disorganized. To organize ourselves well, we must fight against 
all the rules governing our land tenure today; we must break the 
yoke of archaic methods and acquire good technology and all 
modern methods. Take a look at the cotton production here, and 
the coffee and cocoa production in your country: Billions have 
been spent on research into tese products because they are 
exported. In contrast, plantations, cassava, and rice have not been 
studied because they are of no interest to others... 


Is the Ivorian maize producer as sure of selling his produce as the 
dutch dairy tarmer or French wheat producers? Therefore, 
whether the revolution is in the food sector or in another sector, 
the main issue, in any case, is to examine the problem of relations 
between members of the society. Who benefits from such and 
such a policy? 


1.D.: You speak of the people, of relations between members 
of the society, yet trade unions are increasingly challenging your 
regime. A case in point is the recent arrest of Soumane Toure, 
secretary general of the Burkinabe Trade Union Confederation. 
You are also aware that in the past trade unions wielded power 
in Burkina Faso. 
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T.S.: Indeed, trade unions were truly powerful in the past. I 
know this because ... (he does not end his sentence). But our major 
concern is to find out who is challenging the government. We 
make a clear distinction between trade union leaders who are 
likely to oppose the government and the rest of the workers... 


Those challenging the government are a few leaders, and | mean 
a few leaders. Obviously, | understand them because with the 
current spread of revolutionary movements in Africa, we mainly 
have petite bourgeoisie intellectuals to back our revolutions... yet 
the interests of this petite bourgeoisie must agree with the 
peoples. There are those petite bourgeoisie who agree to move at 
the same pace as the people and those who refuse to change. 
Therefore, very soon one finds young intellectuals making com- 
mitted statements (they are not necessarily demagogues since 
their statements are often sincere) but they do not understand the 
extent to which change must be carried out. 


Here in Burkina Faso, when a few people go on strike to back 
their demand for a salary increase, we believe in the sincerity of 
those who plead on behalf of the people, but these people forget 
that the monthly salary of 300,000 CFA francs that a few of them 
get represents the salary of 200 to 700 people. The rest of the 
people for whom they claim to be speaking do not even receive 
25,000 CFA francs annually. Therefore, demanding that a salary 
of 300,000 francs be increased by 25,000 francs does not appear 
to be a justified demand fox the rest of the people. Toure Soumane 
is a well-known trade unionist in our country. | know him 
personally but I will avoid mentioning all I have had to do for 
him ever since he began going to prison. 


I.D.: Is this not the first time he has been arrested? 


T.S.: He began going to prison a long time ago and each time 
he was released because of me... If Toure Soumane were in the 
right, why have the people not risen to support him? The trade 
unionists should have organized a strike ... but in fact one should 
not worry. There are some individuals who like to challenge the 
revolution but the revolution takes care of them. That is all. 


I.D.:; What about the intellectuals, the cadres who have fled 
Burkina Faso? The HCR (High Commission for Refugees) has 
counted a certain number of them. 


T.S.: It is normal that they flee. I am a military officer; I was 
earning a certain salary in the former army; I lost this salary 
because of the revolution; and if I were not involved in this 
revolution, I also would have fled. But I know that thanks to what 
I lose today, and to what other comrades lose, we have been able 
to build 7,500 primary health care centers for the rural pop- 
ulation; we have more than 12,000 classrooms; the school atten- 
dance rate has increased from 10 to 20 percent; we have built 
roads, dams, houses, and so on. There is, therefore, a choice to 
be made: Either we continue to devote more than 60 percent of 
the budget to 25,000 civil servants (that is to 0.3 percent of the 
population), or we decide to give consideration to the rest of the 


It is for the government to know for whom it is working. People 
are fleeing because th:ir country imposes on them new living 
conditions which they are not used to. I understand them, but 
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they should understand too that we have chosen to serve the 
people. 


Meanwhile, I acknowledge the effort the HCR is making to help 
them. But I will ask it also to consider the suffering people and 
the skeletal children with bulging stomachs whose photos are 
shown everywhere and who are here in the millions. It is neces- 
sary for a government to take care of them. When one asks those 
who eat bread and butter to stop eating butter to enable others 
to have at least a few crusts (of bread), I do not understand how 
such a battle can be criticized. 


1.D.: You have purged the civil service of a certain number of 
cadres (engineers, magistrates, and so on). Is this purge not likely 
to have an adverse effect on the success of the revolution, since 
developping countries lack competent and qualified cadres? 


T.S.: Which do you prefer? A highly qualified person who does 
not serve the people or a person with limited technical compe- 
tence who is devoted to the people? A person who is not devoted 
to his people is useless or otherwise harmful. We must not 
worship academic qualifications because qualifications alone are 
powerless. The diploma should not be a decoration that elevates 


its possessor to the sky. 


We do not look down on intellectuals. On the contrary, we need 
intellectuals, but we do not want bad intellectuals, that is, those 
who think of themselves alone, those who look down on their 
country, those who refuse to go to their villages because they are 
ashamed of their relatives. An intellectual who ignores the 
realities in his country and is acquainted with life in New York, 
Paris, and London better than Bouafle or any other Ivorian 
village is a useless and even dangerous intellectua!. He is like an 
expatriate technical assistant who merely works in the country 
while his mind roams elsewhere... 


1.D.: Your desire to see the transfer of power to the grass roots 
led you to create the CDR’s (Committees for the Defense of the 
Revolution), which are omnipotent and omnipresent. Is the con- 
centration of power in the hands of the CDR’s not likely eventu- 
ally to cast a slur on the image of the revolution and even ruin 
that of the central government, because of their tendency to 
extort money from people, their excesses? 


T.S.: The CDR’S are not omnipotent. Besides we have pun- 
ished quite a numoer of them. It is true that the CDR's represent 
the people’s power. There is a huge gap between those who are 
used to the concentration of power in the hands of persons chosen 
through elections, coup d’etats — unfortunately there are many 
such people — and those who are used to the people’s govern- 
ment. 


In Burkina Faso, people are beginning to get usea to people's 
government. This type of government has rules that shock 
because they are new, but without the CDR’s we would never 
have been able to achieve what we have so far. Wherever there 
is a revolution, the peoples’ government, which we call CDR's 
here, or something different elsewhere, will exist. 
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[.D.: More than | million Burkinabe live in the Ivory Coast. Do 
you consider them as an army in the service of the revolution or 
lost sheep of the revolution? 


T.S.: No, and I mean no. I consider them as Burkinabe who, if 
they are sufficiently instilled with the ideals of the revolution, 
could serve it well. To serve the revolution well, one must serve 
Burkina Faso and respect thelvory Coast and Ivorians. To serve 
the revolution means to show Ivorians that the revolution means 
love between people from all over the world. Therefore, our fellow 
countrymen who live in the Ivory Coast should commit them- 
selves to building it by saying to themselves that they are serving 
an everlasting people. The Ivorian people are everlasting. [pas- 
sage omitted] 


I.D.: How far advanced is your policy to integrate Burkina Faso 
with Jerry Rawlings’ Ghana? 


T.S.: Our integration policy is advancing rapidly. It is trying to 
overcome the most obvious difficulties: the language problem, 
the structural problem, the economic problems, and so on. We 
have also met with other problems that will also be solved. We 
are currently preparing legal documents. What matters most is 
that the Ghanaians and Burkinabes are aware that this integra- 
tion is necessary. It is not something between just two people... 


1.D.: How do you justify your recent decision to protect the 
Burkinabe market against goods from neighboring countries? At 
first sight, this seems contrary to the spirit of the CEAO (West 
African F sonomic Community.) 


T.S.: (laughing) My approach resembles that of the others. 


1.D.: That is to say? 


T.S.: That means | protect the Burkinabe market just as the 
others protect their markets. Our conviction is that if we cannot 
conquer the markets of others, we must at least organize our own 
market. But this does not mean that we are against the products 
of others. We simply want the Burkinabe people to live according 
to their means. In fact, the Burkinabe people enjoy consuming 
products from the Ivory Coast very much. Personally, I greatly 
enjoy them. But do the majority of the Burkinabe people have 
the means to procure them? No. Therefore, if the Ivory Coast 
agrees to reduce the prices of its products so that it will be within 
the reach of every Burkinabe, I do not see any hinderance. But I 
know at the same time, that the Ivory Coast cannot do that 
because the producers have spent a lot to obtain those results and 
they must earn more in order to continue producing. They are 
therefore obliged to sell at prices that only well-to-do Burkinabe 
nationals can afford. In these conditions, it is better that we put 
al‘ the Burkinabe people on an equal footing. That is why we have 
ta en that decision, while waiting for our means to increase. 


But if the Ivory Coast produces bananas, pineapples, and other 
items that interest the Burkinabe people, why can the Ivory Coast 
and Burkina Faso not agree to consume only the fruits they 
produce? Why should the Ivory Coast not accept meat from 
Burkina Faso, no other but the meat from Burkina Faso, so that 
we too will buy only goods coming from the Ivory Coast? You 
are wearing a suit... 
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LD.: This is because | was coming to meet you. 


T.S.: Thank you for that mark of courtesy. But the material 
used for your suit is not made in the Ivory Coast. President 
Houphouet-Buigny was right to lash out against the low prices of 
raw materials. But if other people no longer want to buy our raw 
materials, let us consume them. Should the Ivory Coast decide 
to buy only cotton material produced in Burkina Faso, | would 
agree to consume only coffee or cocoa from the Ivory Coast. It 
would be a good thing, would it not? What do you think about 
that? 


1.D.: Perhaps, it would be a good thing. 


T.S.: (laughing) Unfortunately, what bothers us are non- 
Burkinabe and non-Ivorian products... 


You lvorians have enough means to establish a vehicle- 
assembling plant. If all Africans agreed to only buy 
made-in-lvory Coast vehicles, this would provide a lot of job 
opportunities for Ivorians. How many tons of cheese do you 
import every year? We can produce that amount of cheese here, 
in Burkina Faso, with milk... 


You produce champagne out of pineapple. This is an excellent 
thing and I congratulate the Ivorians who had this idea. If all 
Africans decided to only buy Ivorian champagne the other 
champaignproducers would never allow this to happen. Let us 
reach an agreement and consume our products ourselves, you will 
see that things will work out very well. 


1.D.: You have just broken a long-standing agreement between 
Burkina and the Ivory Coast on the joint operation of the RAN 
(Abidjan-Niger Railroad). You are also charged with being a 
troublemaker within the Air Afrique company. In the final 
analysis, what do you think is the best interstate communication 
system, given the fact that to our mind, a communication network 
is another development factor? 


T.S.: Oh no. I have not broken the agreement with the Ivory 
Coast. On the contrary, the Ivory Coast sent a minister to me to 
announce the termination of the agreement. The Ivory Coast took 
the initiative; so we could not reject it. On the contrary, we have 
always expressed the hope to see the RAN continue to exist (in 
its former status). Furthermore, at the level of Air Afrique, we 
are not causing any trouble. 


I.D.: And yet, you have consented to the establishment of 
Puint-Mulhouse [a private, French,low fare air company] in 
Ouagadougou. In addition, it seems that at the last summit of the 
company in Niamey (Niger), you were the only head of state to 
oppose the decision made by the other heads of state to trust the 
Ivory Coast with the mission of salvaging the multirational 
company. 


T.S.: (long laughing). How many states form Air Afri jue? 


1.D.: Is that not a sticky question, Comrade Preside it? 


T.S.: lLagree with you. But if you add up the »™mb«r of member 
states, you will find out, with Point Air [another name for Point 
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Mulhouse] Ouaga- Paris is cheaper than Ouagadougou-Dakar 
(by Air Afrique). Is this normal? How does Point Air manage to 
offer cheaper air fares? It is through the policy of democratiza- 
tion. Of course, it defends its interests too. How many times has 
Air Afrique reduced its fares because of Point Air? Don’t you 
like traveling quickly and cheaper? It is our wish that Ouaga- 
Paris by air should be as cheap as Plateau-Vridi [residential areas 
of Abidjan] by taxi. We prefer Gbaka [name given to poor quality 
transpoit buses operating in Abidjan at reduced fares] planes 
provided they are safe and punctual. Another reason is that air 
companies are scarce in Burkina Faso. How many companies 
have we got here? In Abidjan, you are right to be satisfied 
because there are many companies. To travel from here to Paris, 
we are often obliged to go and take the plane in Abidjan. 
Someone must therefore resolve the problem for us. You do not 
know the problems of a land- locked country. If you knew them, 
you would surely do as we do, if not worse. 


Nevertheless, if Air Afrique is ready to organize daily flights 
from Ouaga to every destination at reduced fares, all the better. 
In Burkina Faso, ministers travel only economy class. It is not 
because we are unaware of the existence of first class on planes, 
it is because we cannot afford it. Therefore, if we find a cheaper 
economy class than the Air Afrique economy class, we shall take 
it. We make our ministers travel by Point Air because it is more 
economical. | myself have already taken it tc Addis Ababa. It is 
really economical for our poor country. 


1.D.: You have privilged relations with the Libyan head of 
state. What was your contribution in the reconciliation process 
which has begun in Chad? 


T.S.: The Chadian problem is a great concern for me as an 
African and as a human being, in short. Secondly, whenever there 
is a hotbed of tension somewhere, there is always the fear that is 
can spread and set the whole reigon ablaze. So, if it can be 
stopped, prompt action must be taken. 


Considering the relations we have with Al-qadhdhafi, we thought 
it was our duty to have a man-to-man talk with him. Kindly 
understand me if I do not dwell at length on what I had to teil 
him. You must simply know that if our relation: can be of any 
use to Africa, we shall never hesitate to exploit them. That is what 
we tried to do. We took advantage of the presence here (in 
Ouagadougou) of Goukouni and Acheikh ibn Oumar to talk to 
the present Chadian leaders. Unlike what was reported by the 
press, we did not try to reconcile Acheikh and Goukouni. Our 
objective was to reassure Chadian and Libyan authorities. We 
were very satisfied in this regard. Unfortunately, these are things 
that cannot be shouted from the rooftops. Since our aim was not 
to reach for personal glory, we will say exactly how things 
happened. 


L.D.: The OAU has broken down. What are your comments? 
T.S.: Where is the breakdown? 
1.D: Member states no longer pay their contributions. The 


OAU has not been able to solve the Chadian conflict. The Lagos 
action plan has been shelved. 
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T.S.: I do not know if the OAU was doing better than that 
before. I do not think so. We are therefore faced with a continu- 
ous breakdown. It will remain so as long as the unity problem is 
not solved. 


1.D.: How can it be solved? 


T.S.: We must havea united front. We must know that African 
people need this unity. There is no border between the people; 
they do not know what passports and identity cards are. We 
African leaders must understand this and come down to the level 
of the masses. We must know that our states were carved up so 
that we could be dominated. It is not for nothing that foreign 
powers impose on Africans the candidates they must vote for. it 
is because we are manipulated from outside, it is because we do 
not want to denounce all that divides us. It is imperialism. 


We are no longer able to pay our contributions at the OAU 
because we have not got enough money. All we can do now is to 
give up some of the receptions in order to get money to pay the 
OAU. However, the organization’s budget must also be reduced 
so that we shall have less contributions to pay. 


Above all, we must know that African unity is, first of all, the 
struggle against what divides us and that it comes from outside. 
In our country, there is a saying that water never rots; it begins 
to rot from the moment a foreign body falls into it. Africa was 
united, but it was a foreign body that divided it. We must 
therefore fight in our midst the class enemies, the bourgeois who 
want to exploit others. 


1.D.: | Whatdo you think about ex-emperor Bokassa’s sentence? 


T.S.: If this had happened in Burkina Faso, I would have 
known what to do. But the decision lies with the Central African 
people and I do not know how they are going to decide. Whatever 
the case may be, Bokassa has done things that have brought 
shame on us as Africans. But when Bokassa was doing these 
things, there were some people behind him who encouraged him. 
These people were both CAR nationals and non-nationals and it 
is they who ought to face trial. Sentencing Bokassa and executing 
him or not is quite another issue. But why is it that those who 
were behind him were not tried along with him? Why were they 
not sentenced like he was? It is not Bokassa himself who 
extracted the diamond, cut it, and placed it on his head to crown 
himself as emperor. It is somebody who manufactured the crown, 
a plane that brought it, and governments who sent in delegations 
to applaud Bokassa at the time of his coronation. Where are all 
these people today? They should be held equally responsible as 
Bokassa for all that they made him do and all that he did not 
refuse to do. If the CAR people lack the foresight to sentence 
them also, there will be another Bokassa tomorrow under a 
different guise in the CAR, Burkina Faso, or elsewhere. 


1.D.: What is the level of Burkina’s debt burden? 


T.S.: Good year or bad year, we pay 19 billion CFA francs. It 
is very low but we think it is far too much for us. But the best 
way to avoid debt problems is to refrain from contracting them. 
We must cut down on the lifestyle and consumption patterns 
being offered us. 
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I.D.: What advice do you give to countries that are heavily 
indebted? 


T.S.: I advise them not to pay. It is not normal to pay the debt, 
and in order not to pay, we must come together, because we 
cannot stand all alone in isolation. We say the debt should not be 
paid because those who are asking for a refund of their money 
are the very people who encouraged us to borrow it. They sent us 
their advisers and technical assistants. The debt should be consid- 
ered as gambling at the casino or lotteries. It is good when you 
win, and when you lose, so much the worse for you. Up to now, 
they (the whites) have won and have not said anything. They did 
not even think of setting up a special fund to provide for the day 
when the problem of debt payment would crop up. Now that they 
are losing, they too must accept the rules of the game. In any 
case, if we agree to pay the debt, we must also go far back in the 
past and then see who should pay who. President Houphouet- 
Boigny said that we should not pay, we agree with him. [passage 
omitted] 


I.D. You have decided to make the use of “Faso dan fany” [name 
for local cloth handwoven in Burkina Faso] official. Is this part 
of the revolution or a mere thirst for authenticity? 


T.S.: No. This is not motivated by a thirst for authenticity, 
because there are some follies too in authenticity. We did so 
because we wanted to promote the development of our country. 
Our country produces a lot of cotton and if we cannot sell it 
outside to earn some money, then we better consume it ourselves. 


I.D.: Ouagadougou will soon host the Institute of Black Peo- 
ples. Today, the term “black peoples” poses a problem. It might 
at best refer to Francois Duvalier’s negrism when it comes out of 
the mouth of a head of state. 


T.S.: We want to avoid all these snags because we do not want 
to embark on a racist struggle. We want to bring blacks to 
redeiine themselves in order to unite. We want to bring blacks 
and whites to hold open discussions on what they have in common 
or what differentiates them in order to arrive at the final conclu- 
sion that they are equal. The IPN (Institute of Black Peoples) will 
therefore have contributions from both blacks and non-blacks. 
[passage omitted] 


I.D.: What kind of image do you want your fellow Burkinabes 
and Africans on the whole to have of you one day? 


T.S.: I want them to have the image of a man who led a useful 
life for all. I do not want to be seen as a man who fought for 
himself but rather as one who fought for and with others to win 
with them. This is the ideal image I wish people to have of me. I 
must therefore work hard to correct my shortcomings and 
develop more qualities. 


I.D.: The interview is coming to an end Comrade President. 
Do you have anything else to add? 


T.S.: First of all, I want to congratulate your magazine, /voire 
Dimanche. It is a high quality paper, which is well presented... 
and I say so as a reader. One can find items and articles of 
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practical use, and in that regard you are doing useful work. I am 
not saying that everything is perfect in your magazine, because 
there are also some items open to criticism and some that could 
be improved on. I also wish that /voire Dimanche would bring 
African peoples closer by talking about other countries. Finally, 
I wish it would open new prospects in the struggle we must engage 
in to succeed. By the way, how is Mbemba doing? 


1.D.: What Mbemba? 


T.S.: The one who left Burkina Faso to go and play soccer in 
the Ivory Coast? 


1.D.: Oh yes! Toure Mbemba. He is still around. 
T.S.: Is he performing well? 
1.D.: Yes he is, and scores a lot of goals. 


T.S.: Many sportsmen went through Burkina Faso to play 
soccer in the Ivory Coast. This is something positive, because it 
helps us to know, appreciate and love each other better. | 
therefore seize this opportunity to stress that Burkinabes and 
Ivoirian are brotherly peoples and everything that can bring them 
closer must be preserved. Even when problems arise, we must 
understand that it is because we are together and want to be 
together that these problems must be solved. 


1.D.: Thank you, Comrade President. 
T.S.: | hope you will come back again. 
1.D.: Certainly. 


T.S.: Yes, I would also like to say that your magazine is not 
distributed here because the distributor does not pay the news- 
paper owners. Thus Africa International stopped sending its 
magazines to him. But it so happened that some people said we 
had banned the magazine. We have never banned any paper since 
Burkina Faso has existed. We authorize all newspapers, even 
those which criticize us. 


BBC Foresees Return of Independent Press 
AB061706 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 6 Jul 87 


{From the “Focus on Africa” program} 


[Text] It looks as though an independent press in Burkina Faso 
is making a comeback. Three years ago, the building of the only 
independent newspaper, the Observer, was burned to the ground 
in mysterious circumstances. There was speculation that arson 
and overzealous supporters of the country’s leader, Thomas 
Sankara, might have been involved. But now, with a little bit of 
luck, the Observer's presses will be rolling again. From Ouaga- 
dougou, Joan Baxter cabled this report: 


[Begin studio announcer recording] Edouard Ouedraogo, the 
Observer's director of publication and founding editor, says his 
paper is about to hit the newsstands possibly as soon as next week 
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but no later than the end of the month. At first, he will be relying 
on his staff of about four permanent journalists, and freelancers 
will do the rest. It will be a weekly for the time being largely 
because he never has recuperated much of the $2,000 worth of 
losses from the insurance coverage of the burned Observer's 
offices. But this is also because, he says, he wants to have time 
to choose his words carefully for each article. He points out that 
in Burkina Faso, like in many countries in Africa, people are not 
used to hearing criticism of the government. He says he wants to 
publish an objective newspaper based on his philosophy of a free 
press, which he describes as a Western concept. 


Nevertheless, he says he does intend to treat even very sensitive 
issues which are ignored or only partially handled by the other 
journals in the country, all of which are state-owned and controll- 
ed.This includes such issues as the recent arrest of some of the 
union leaders and the current unease in the country, which seems 
to reflect some tension in top levels of the government. He says 
that his publication may cause problems but that for him and for 
the Observer, it is now or never. [end recording] 


GHANA 


PNDC Development Program Document Released 
ABO72111 Accra International Service in English 
1930 GMT 7 Jul 87 


[Text] The PNDC has renewed its conviction that institutions of 
participatory democracy provide the effective means of mobiliz- 
ing productive resources and channeling them into investments 
that would answer the most pressing needs of the people and that 
is why it intends to make the forthcoming district assembly the 
highest political authority in each district. This is contained in a 
document released today entitled: National Program for Eco- 
nomic Development. 


The document outlines the economic decline that confronted the 
nation when the 3lst December Revolution was launched. It 
indicates steps so far taken to arrest the desperate state of affairs 
and set the economy on the right path. The document also 
provides a perspective for future economic growth thus enabling 
Ghanaians to appreciate the challenges in the task of building 
efficient, more self-reliant, and increasingly integrated economy. 
It emphasizes that the first phase of the well-conceived economic 
recovery program has, by the forthright manner in which it 
tackles the manifold problems plaguing the economy, restored 
international respectability to Ghana and has increased the 
nation’s creditworthiness by generating growth in the export 
sector. 


The volume of exports grew at an average rate of 13 percent while 
imports grew at nearly 17 percent. In spite of this faster rate of 
growth of imports and the adverse terms of commodity trade, 
Ghana not only paid maturing debts but actually reduced the 
stock of past arrears from $440 million in 1983 to $171 million 
at the end of 1986. It should be recalled that debt service 
obligations arising from loans and credits to the First Republic 
were rescheduled in March 1974 after they had been initially 
repudiated. These became payable in 1984. The document said 
but for the success of the economic recovery program, resources 
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could hardiy have been available to meet these international 
obligations. 


Furthermore, by the end of 1986 all arrears in respect of debts 
incurred in the First Republic had been fully cleared. More than 
$110 million owed to Nigeria fo crude oil imports during the 
Limann administration had been paid, thus facilitating regular 
import of crude oil and hence the elimination of petrol queues 
and the abolition of coupons. 


In addition to all this, Ghana has been able to increase gross 
official reserve from almost nothing at the onset of the revolution 
to the equivalent of more than 2 months’ import cover. The 
document made it clear that the success of the external resource 
mobilization again show the growing size of commitment of 
concessional assistance. It mentioned that at the recent Paris 
consultative group meeting, Ghana was able to secure $818 
million worth of concessional funding though $575 million had 
been expected. It therefore appears justifiable to expect that so 
long as the PNDC forges ahead with the next stage of the 
economic recovery program with the support of all patriotic 
Ghanaians, the efforts to rescue the economy and set the country 
ona path of sustained growth will receive continued support from 
the international community. 


The document said the experience with the foreign exchange 
system has so far been positive. It has generated an environment 
in which the business of acquiring foreign exchange for produc- 
tive purposes takes place without the considerable hustle of the 
past and without having to make illicit contributions to party 
funds or to line private pockets. The document stresses that 
Ghanaians have for far too long been confronted with the riddle 
of how a nation so endowed with abundant human and other 
natural resources could be entangled in ever-deepening economic 
crisis and decline. It has been the determination of the PNDC to 
break the monopoly of underdevelopment and launch a fresh 
start in the task of national reconstruction. 


PNDC Member on Government-Workers Relations 
AB042057 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 4 Jul 87 


[Text] A member of the PNDC, Ebo Tawiah, today called for 
unity on the working class front, stressing that the labor move- 
ment and the government must have confidence and trust in each 
other. Ebo Tawiah made this appeal when he addressed the 
opening session of the second quadrennial delegates conference 
of the Timber and Wood Workers Union in Kumasi. He said lack 
of trust and ill-founded motives are some of the root causes 
threatening the labor movement in Ghana. Ebo Tawiah said 
contradictions may exist in the labor movement, but those must 
not be allowed to degenerate into unresolved antagonism. 


The PNDC member said it is not correct for some people to label 
the government as anti-worker. He said the 31 December rev- 
olution has provided the trade unions with important roles in 
national development efforts and this is a manifestation of the 
PNDC’S concern for the welfare of workers. He noted that the 
TUC [Trade Union Congress] serves on the councils of the 
country’s universities. This demonstrates the government’s rec- 
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ognition of workers as an important element in the cultural and 
intellectual life of the nation. Ebo Tawiah said workers represen- 
tatives on state and other bodies are expected to put forward the 
views of workers and influence decisions by the force of their 
arguments. Ebo Tawiah said unnecessary show of force by their 
representatives playing to the gallery are weaknesses in such 
representatives. He said it seems there are attempts to draw the 
labor movement into serious confrontation with the government. 
If this is allowed to happen, the enemies of the nation will rather 
gain. Ebo Tawiah said the government’s economic recovery 
program entails sacrifices and the government is doing its best to 
lessen the sufferings of the masses. 


The secretary for lands and natural resources, Kwame Peprah, 
said it is reassuring that the gloomy picture of the timber industry 
a few years back has now been reversed. He said the industry is 
not faring badly at all. The general secretary of the Timber and 
Wood Workers Union, G.L Manna, said members of the union 
and the TUC at large are prepared to cooperate with the author- 
ities and that their actions and pronouncements should not be 
seen as undermining authority. 


Delegation Returns From USSR Women’s Congress 
AB062240 Accra International Service in English 
1930 GMT 6 Jul 87 


[Text] Ghana’s seven-member delegation to the world congress 
of women, held in Moscow, has returned home. The 4-day 
congress, which was organized by the Soviet Womens’ Commit- 
tee had as its theme, towards the year 2000 without nuclear 
weapons, for peace, equality, and development. 


Speaking to newsmen at Kotoka International Airport in Accra, 
the Greater Accra regional secretary, Mrs Helena Taylor, who 
led the delegation, said the delegation also attended another 
congress, organized by the World International Democratic Fed- 
eration in the Soviet Union. Mrs Taylor said both congresses 
highlighted the role of women the world over to bring about peace 
for development. She said other topics discussed included the 
contribution of women to society, women at work as well as 
women, children, and the family. Mrs Taylor disclosed that the 
31 December Womens’ Movement has been affiliated to the 
federation. 


GUINEA 


Soviet Peace Committee Delegation Arrives 
ABO51216 Conakry Domestic Service in French 
1945 GMT 4 Jul 87 


[Text] A delegation of the Soviet Committee for the Defense of 
Peace arrived in Conakry this afternoon. The visit falls within 
the framework of strengthening the traditional bonds of 
friendship existing between Guinea and the Soviet Union, par- 
ticularly in the defense of world peace. The Soviet peace commit- 
tee delegation is headed by Comrade (Aleksandre Aleksitiv), 
chairman of the Committee for the Defense of Peace of the 
Georgian Soviet Socialist Republic and member of the presidium 
of the Soviet Committee for the Defense of Peace. The leader of 
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the delegation explained to Abdoulaye Ben Barry the purpose of 
this visit to the Republic of Guinea. 


[Begin (Aleksitiv) recording] We have come to hold discussions 
on [words indistinct] and we will talk about our country’s peace 
program which is aimed at freeing the world — our world — 
from nuclear weapons, because today, the struggle for peace is 
the struggle to save the solidarity of mankind. In this struggle, 
there is no big country, no small country, or big people. [passage 
indistinct] We hope they w’'! be able to achieve total disar- 
mament. The Soviet Union s program, as expressed by Comrade 
Gorbachev, leader of my country, is the program for the total 
eradication of nuclear weapons up to the end of our [words 
indistinct]. This is the aim of my country and this aim is sup- 
ported by our (?people) and (?should be) also supported by the 
people of this country. [end recording] 


This Soviet peace committee delegation was met on arrival at the 
Conakry-Gbessia International Airport by Captain Amadou 
Mangatar Bangoura, principal private secretary to the minister 
permanent secretary to the CMRN, accompanied by several 
top-ranking officials of the Guinean Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 


Fuel Supply Agreement Signed With USSR 
ABO51251 Conakry Domestic Service in French 
2200 GMT 4 Jul 87 


[Text] A draft agreement, under which the Soviet Union is to 
supply gas oil to Guinea, has just been signed in Conakry. During 
the signing ceremony, the two sides were represented by 
(Korikoun Diallo), Guinea’s secretary of state for commerce; and 
(Ouadim Flerowav), the USSR commercial representative in 
Guinea. According to this agreement, valued at $4 million, the 
gas oil to be supplied will be sold on the local market and the 
revenue used in financing local construction projects. 


LIBERIA 
Rumors of Doe Plot With Ex-PRC Members Reported 


Doe Receives Ex-PRC Members 
AB081432 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
0709 GMT 8 Jul 87 


[Text] The president, Dr Samuel Kanyon Doe, has assured 
former members of the defunct People’s Redemption Council, 
PRC, that their rights will be protected and defended under the 
Constitution of Liberia for risking their lives to usher in the 
Second Republic. Dr Doe praised the former PRC members for 
their role in bringing about the Second Republic, which he said 
has resulted into true democracy all Liberians now enjoy. 


According to an Executive Mansion release issued yesterday, 
quoted by the Liberian News Agency, Dr Doe was speaking 
yesterday at a well-attended meeting of former members of the 
defunct PRC at the Executive Mansion. The Liberian chief 
executive, who once served as chairman of the former PRC, 
called on the former council members to have confidence in him 
and look forward to the future with optimism, adding: You have 
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my complete support and cooperation. President Doe admon- 
ished the former council members to remain law-abiding citizens 
and be loyal to the state as in the past. 


In separate remarks, the former council members thanked Pres- 
ident Doe for the meeting and commended him for his continued 
interest in their welfare. They also praised Dr Doe and his cabinet 
for the several measures taken recently aimed at reviving the 
nation’s economy and assured him of their loyalty and support 
and wished him a successful term of office. 


AFP Reports Rumors, Doe Denial 
ABO081402 Paris AFP in French 1334 GMT 8 Jul 87 


[Text] Monrovia, 8 Jul (AFP) — Libe: ian President Samuel Doe 
has denied rumors that he reportedly asked former members of 
the now dissolved People’s Redemption Council [PRC] to take 
power again and maintain him as the head of state ii, order to 
replace the civilian government charged with corruption. This 
was announced last night by Liberian Television. The denial by 
President Doe, who described the rumors as “sheer absurdities,” 
came in the wake of a meeting held yesterday by former PRC 
members whom he called upon to remain loyal to the state and 
law-abiding. 


Mr Doe once again expressed dissatisfaction with the Senate, 
which is yet dominated by the ruling National Democratic Party 
of Liberia, for turning down three of the five Supreme Court 
judges he has appointed. “I was acting in good faith and I 
expected them to support me,” Mr Doe said regretfully, adding: 
“Now I know I cannot count on senators, but I can count on 
assemblymen.” 


Minister Implicated in Financial Scandal 
ABO71718 Paris AFP in French 1356 GMT 6 Jul 87 


[Text] Monrovia, 6 Jul [AFP] — Liberian Foreign Affairs Min- 
ister Bernard Blamo was accused of being involved in a financial 
scandal involving $650,000 (about Fr4 million) when he was 
minister for presidential affairs in 1984, an independent Liberian 
newspaper, Footprints, reported yesterday. The newspaper was 
citing the recent evidence of a Ghanaian businessman, Benny 
Ashun, at a London court. Mr Blamo allegedly asked him to serve 
as an intermediary between the Liberia Port Authority (NPA) 
and Mr Ashun’s firm for the purchase of fire fighting vehicles 
and buoys. According to the newspaper, Mr Ashun stated that 
Mr Blamo and the port directorate asked him to double the prices 
of the equipment so that the money obtained could be used for 
political ends. He allegedly accepted this deal because he was 
promised that other contracts would be given to his firm. 


Reliable port authorities told AFP that the money was paid but 
the equipment was never delivered by the Benny Ashun and 
Associates firm. On his part, Mr Blamo affirmed in a telephone 
discussion with AFP the these accusations leveled against him in 
order to soil his reputation, were “unfounded and untrue.” The 
Liberian Government is seeking the extradition of the Ghanaian 
businessman. 
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NIGERIA 


Specific Points of Civil Rule Plan Criticized 
AB062249 Paris AFP in French 1556 GMT 6 Jul 87 


[Text] Lagos, 6 Jul (AFP) — A section of Nigerian politicians 
and trade unionists has criticized the practical modalities of the 
plan for a return to democratic rule in Nigeria in 1992, although 
they all have favored it, according to a survey by the AFP in 
Lagos. The plan was announced on Wednesday by President 
Ibrahim Babangida. 


On Saturday, the former chairman of the Nigerian People’s 
Party (NPP — now proscribed), Adeniran Ogunsanya, criticized 
the date for the census, scheduled for 1991. According to Mr 
Ogunsanya, it should take place before the lifting of the ban on 
political activities in 1989, in order to avoid politicization of the 
issue. In an apparent reaction to the criticism on the decision to 
postpone to 1992 the date for the return to civil rule — previously 
scheduled for 1990 — President Babangida said on Monday that 
the military was not motivated by selfishness. “We will not stay 
in power a day longer than necessary, but we intend to maintain 
our credibility by embarking on a gradual and firm withdrawal 
from the political scene,” the president pointed out in Kaduna 
(north of the country). 


The two-party system decided upon by the military was also 
criticized and the Nigeria Labor Congress (NLC-trac. union) is 
even opposed to it. A legal practitioner, Afe Babalola believes 
that the government made a serious mistake by limiting to two 
the number of parties. “This could have been decided upon by a 
constituent assembly or by a referendum,” according to Mr 
Babalola. Moreover, the labor congress has protested againt the 
rejection of the proposal to install a workers’ government in 
Nigeria, within a democratic framework. 


Finally, national council of women associations expressed disap- 
pointment over the government's refusal to reserve five percent 
of future parliamentary seats for women. 
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Joint Venture Pact Signed With Equatorial Guinea 
ABO061210 Lagos International Service in English 
0830 GMT 6 Jul 87 


[Text] Nigeria can now invest in Equatorial Guinea under a joint 
venture agreement signed recently by the two countries. The 
Nigerian ambassador to that country, Navy Captain Festus 
Porbeni, told newsmen at Murtala Muhammed Airport, Lagos, 
that the pact would allow interested Nigerians to invest in 
industrial and agricultural enterprises. 


Navy Capt Porbeni was speaking in Ikeja after seeing off the 
Equatorial Guinean minister of external affairs and cooperation, 
Mr Marcelino Nguema. Mr Nguema was at the head of an 
eight-man delegation for talks in the Nigeria-Equatorial Guinea 
Joint Commission. 


Oyo Bans Religious Publications, Broadcasts 
ABO08 1210 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 8 Jul 87 


[Text] The Oyo State Government has again placed an embargo 
on all religious publications and broadcasts in the state. Accord- 
ing to Correspondent Larry Haruna in Ibadan, this was con- 
tained in a statement issued in the state capital. 


[Begin recording] The (?secretary) to the military government 
and head of service, Mr J.A. Adedeji, said the ban covers state 
religious advertisement and sponsored religious broadcasting 
including those sent by foreign embassies. Mr Adedeji noted that 
papers with printing houses in the state could only (?feature) 
religious programs on Fridays and Sundays, and that such pro- 
grams were to be produced by such broadcasting houses. [sen- 
tence as heard] 


The head of service noted that the embargo was necessary to 
prevent social confusion, and in line with the Federal Govern- 
ment’s directives. It will be recalled that the ban on religious 
broadcasting was lifted by Governor Adetunji Olurin a few 
months ago following a meeting he had with all religious leaders 
in the state. [end recording] 
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